9 








The Bofton Magazine, 


For NOVEMBER and DECEMBER, 1786. 


Page. 

Story of Pichromacus, 4il. 
On the Education of Young Wo- 
men, 413. 
Accoant of the Infurreétion in the 
State of Vermont, 414. 
Account of a remarkable Deliver- 
ance, 415. 
Effays on Rhetorick, Abridged from 
Dr. Biaire, 409. 


Meditation upon a River, 417. 
Method of punifhing Criminals in 


Rome. 418. 
The HoneftViceroy: A Tale, 
422. 


Portricat Essays. 
On the Marriage of the Hon. Mifs 
Elizabeth Sackville, 425. 





B O § 


Printeo, Pusrisuep, 
FREEMAN, art 
NORTH-SIDE OF 


ano SoLp BY 


Page. 


The Sportfman : A Sonnet, ibid. 
Verfes by aYoungGentleman, 426. 
Epitaph on William Cole, __ ibid. | 
on Thomas Nuce, 427. 














on a Child, ibid. 
ona Midwife, ibid, 
Epigram ona Creditor, ind. 
A Rebus, ibid. 
Proceedings of the General Court, 
428. 

Moxtuty Curonxorocy. 
American News, 444. 
Marriages, 447° 
Obituary, for November and De- 
cember, ibid. 





a. ©) Bs 
EDMUND 


nis Printinc-Orrice, 
tHe Statc-Hovse. 





mune stn 
—— ss ” 


SS 
= Pres 8 





a agp 
: 


a 
eX 
ieee 4 


i 
- 
re yr + et aimee | 
hameggteet dol alee 
vse = re atl 


eo fa oe Ay Aiea 
la *: . 


we, * 








- “ 
— SE er 
* 


’ . as ete 
ee eee re Pn v> a Se se 


a ee 








OD <> 
% Gir ie 


WOR SRR SRK SRK SS 


Tr 








The Miferies of IvLeness.and AFruUEYceE 


Saeco Ran Ge BE 


3 | PIR SROR REE TR ES 





Liufivated in the Story 


PiICHROMACUWS. 


WAS the fecond fon of a wealthy 

genticman, who referved the bulk 
ethis fortune tor my elder brother ; fo 
that the only provilion I enjoyed was 
a tolerable education, and a licute- 
nant’scommiflion in the army. Dur- 
ing the late warI obtained a compa- 
ny by dint of ferviee, and at the peace 
was reduced upon half-pay. But this 
reduction was no great misfortune to 
me, who had learned to practile a@co- 
nomy in an inferior ftation, and was 
fomuch matter of my.accounts, that 
I could live independent even to my 
with, and could fave to: nething out et 
the appointments of a reformed cap- 
tain. My father having by this time 
refigned his breath, I had no parental! 
home to which [ could retire; there- 
fore [ fet up my reft in a country town 
where I had been formerly quartered 
with the regiment, and made fome 
agreeable acquaintances. There I 
pafied my time according to mv hear?’s 
delire. I fithed, fowled, and hunted 
with the gentleman ef the neighbour- 


hood, who. entertained me in thei 
houtes with the moft cordial hofpitali- 
ty. I walked, I chatted, I danced, 
aud played at cards with their wives 
and daughters. Delightful excurfi- 
ons and amuting parties of pleafure 
were pianned and executed every day. 
The time ftole away infenfibly : J 
knew no care ; I felt no diforder. I 
inherited from nature a vigorous con- 
{ticution, a happy ferenity of temper, 
and was dittipguilaes ainong my 
friends as the beit humoured fellow in 
the world. 

[nthe midit of thefe enjoyments my 
heart was touched with the amiable 
qualities of a young lady, who was 
contentto unite her fate with mine, 
contrary to the inclination and with- 
outthe confent of her father, who 
poffeticd a verv large fortune, and re- 
fented her mar riage with fuch perfe- 
verance of indignation, that he never 
would adimit her a nto his prefeace, nor 
even, athis death, forgave her for the 
fen fhe had shen, His difpleafure, 
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412 The Mijcries of Idlenefs and Affiuence. 


however, affected us the lefs as we 
found happinels in our mutual pafiion, 
and knew no wants ; for my wite In- 
herited from an aunt a legacy of eigh- 
teen hundred pound ss the interett of 
which, together with my halt-pay, 
was fufficient toaniwer all our occa- 
fions. ' 

We found great fatisfaction in con- 
triving plans tor living{nug upon our 
income, and enjoyed unfpeakable 


leafure in executing the fcheme to” 


which we had given the preference. 
Chance prefente-i us with an apportu- 
mity to purchafe a {mall, though neat 
and convenient houfe, with. about 
twenty acres of lard, in an agreeable 
rural fituation; and there our time 
was parcclied out in a fucceffion of 
tafks, for improving a large farm that 
we rented, and cultivating a {weet 
little garden laid out on a gentle flope, 
the foot of which was watered by a 
brawling rivulet of pure, tran{parent 
water. AltHough heaven had not 
thousht proper to indulge us with 
children, we were favoured with eve- 
ty other fubftantial blefling; and 
every circumiftance of rural ceconomy 
proveda fource of health and fatisfac- 
zion. 
ee of the field, the litt! 

domeftick cares of the barn-yard, the 

soultry- vail and the dairy, were pro- 
duftive of fuch delights as none of 
vour readers will conceive, except 
thofe who are enamoured of a country 
life. Teannot remember thofe peacc- 
ful] fcenes of innocence and tranquili- 
ay without regret ; they often haunt 
mv imagination, likethe ghofls of de- 
pirted happinets. Within the bolom 
o! ths charming retreat we lived ina 
ftate of uninterrunied enjoyment, un- 
til cur felicity was invaded by two 
unexpected events, af v vhich, [am 
afraid, we fhail alw ays have caule to 


renise : my nephew, who had fuc- 





* 


ceeded to my father’s eftate, died of 
the {mall pox, and afew wecks after 
this incident my wife’s only brother 
broke his neck in leaping a five-barred 
gate : fo that we found ourfelves, all 
at once, in pofleflion of a very opu- 
lent fortune, and violently tran{ported 
from that element for which our tem- 
pers had been {o well adapted. 

Inthe firit flutter and agitation of 
mind, occafioned by this unhoped-for 
wcalien. we quitted our romantick 
folitude, and rufhed into all the pa- 
geantry of high life. , Thus irrefifti- 
bly fucked within the vortex of 
diffipation, we grew giddy in a rapid 
whirl of unnatural diverfion : we be- 
came enamoured of tinfel liveries, 
equipage, and ajl the frippery of fath- 
ion. Inftead of tranquillity, health, 
a continual flow of fatisfaétion, and a 
fucceftson of rational delights, which 
we formerly derived from tempe- 
rance, exercife, the ftudy of nature, 
and the practice of benevolence, we 
now talted no pleafure but what con- 
fifts in the gratification of idle vanity, 
toffed for’ever on a fea of abfurd 
amufements,by fuch loud ftorms of 
riot and tumult, as drowned the voice 
of reafon and reflection, and over. 
whelmed all the bet faculties of the 
foul. We deferted nature, fentiment, 
and. true tafte, to lead a weary life of 
affectation, folly, and intemperance ; 
our fenfes became fo depraved, that 
our eyes were captivated with glare 
and glitter, and our ears with noife 
and clamour; while our fancy dwele 
with pleafure on every gewgaw of 
gothic extravagance. We entertain- 
ed guelts whom we defpifed, We Vie 
fited friends whom we did not love, 
and invited company whom we 
could not-efteem. We drank wines 
that we could mot relifh, and ate 
victeals which we could not digelt. 

Ve frequented concerts which we 
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not underitand, plays that we 
did not like, and publick diverfions 


not Qur 

the 
were 
es feemed 


which we could enjoy. 
houle might have been termed 
temple of uproar ; card-tables 


the fhrines, and the votari 


agitated by the demons of envy, 
{pite, rage, vexation, an & (pair. 
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Ina ward, all was farce 
all was fantafma, and 
dream of incoherent «bfu 

Thee pleaiures, like 
dram-drinker, have lott their effe ; 
we have waked from the intoxicativa 
toa due fenie of « 
tion ; for the th of mind 
and body is qute impaired. Witl 
refpef&t to each other, we fi 
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vigour 
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ed 


felves in a itate of mutual difg it ; 
and all the en} oyments of life we 
either talte with indifferenee, or re- 


ject with lo athing. For my own part, 
i am overwhelmed with what the 
French call / a diitemper tor 
which there is no name in the Eng- 
lifh language ; diltemper which 
may be underitood from the following 
lines of the poet : 


"ennul, 


Thee too, my Paridel, fhe faw thee 


, 
1 re, 


79> Mi 
Stretch’ d on the rack of 


chair 3 
y 7 . 
4nd beard thy everlafting yawn con- 
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f he Educ 


a too ealy 
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The lromaltioe of idl . 
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fan } 1) vealing lies, whic an. | Foon life 
a | OY inf pate) fy ol, 
aimoiw imiupportadic., ba Wlitile 


out refrefhment 


- lLamf ‘igue’ with- 
out labour : Iam icarces rifen when 
[ wifh the day was done; and when 
night comes, | | ong for m Irning [ 
cat without apoetiic, drink without 
exhilaration ; exerc.fe affords no ipt- 
rits, converiaticn no amulement, read- 
Ing no entertainment, and diverfion 
no pleaiure. It is noc from affeéta- 
tion, but an ae julre i inten 1 Mil, 
that Ife: Falltaff without a (mile, and 
the Orphan without emotion. I en- 

eavour to kill the tim D4 fhift ing 
continuaily the icen fapation ; 
but [ am clofe purfued by diiguft : 
all 1s dilappointment, infipid, naule- 
ous, or fhocking.—My temper is 
grown fo tretful and peevith, that I 
quarrel by turns with my fervants and 
myfelf ; even fhe that was once the 
delight of my eyes, and the joy of my 
heart, is now becorne the tubjeét of 
perpetual difquiet. I harbour wifh- 
es which | dare not 


approve ; my 
\cart palpitates with paflions which I 
am afhamed toavow. lam torment- 


} 
s 


* ae 
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ed by a thouland petty grievances, 
which rifle like angry pimples from 


the ebullitions of a floured Jitpofit ion ; 
and thofe incidents that would move 
the mirth of other men are to me pro- 
duétive of choler and anxiety. ‘Two 


lays ago I ordered n t to horfe- 


r 
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ly lervan 


Ww Ip a cobler, who refuled to leave 
off whillifne in his ftail as he tt at 
work, oppolite to m hainber-win- 
lOW ; [ mytelf could have 
reached him, in al] probabilty, 1 thould 
ha cia j nm io% preiuming te 
be more happy than his betters. 

ye rf A G 4 Z 4 N E ° 

; s of this Mctropolis, and I ap- 
orchend with very lie che 3 ine 
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country where the liberty of the peo- 
ple depends in a great meafure, on 
the knowledge which they acquire ; 
too much I think cannot te faid to 
inculcate the necefiity of every fubjcét’s 
attention to his own, or his children’ s 
\education. 


Ladies than at prefent, 
y Country. If we repair-but to a large 

affembly of Ladies, and cafta.circum- 
fpective eye about us, we are imme- 
diately enraptured with the profpect, 
and feel a fecret pride, that we can 
boaft a relation to a Nation, fo large 
a part of whoie members are fo ex- 
quifitely beautiful ; but how painful 
is the reflection, that among the whole 


affembly, iow, very few would fhine | 


with equal luftre in the focial. circle, 
where internal ornaments conititate 
beauty, and the Lady of fenle clad 
in humble ruffet, bears the’pa!m from 
the brocaded matron, or the gewgaw’d 
Mits. 

Schools are inftituted to teach 
young Ladies to read, write, &c. and 
Hill the age of thirteen, the Mifles of 
this Town are as well inftruéted, as 
the Mies in any part of the known 
World ; but no fooner are balls, af- 
femblies and card-parties, te which 
they are admitted at fifteen, held up 
to view, with al! the allurements ca- 


There are not perhaps tn, 
the univerfe, a more beautiful fet of 
adorn our. 


An Account of the FifurreRicn in the State of Vermont 


a 
they have made, gives place to the ac- 
quifition of afew polite and flat ex- 
pretiions,which never leave them thro’ 
life. Jfthe Ladies are born, merely \ 
for the purpole of figuring at the ball_ 
room, no education can be more con- 
ducive to render them famous,. than 
the prefeat ; but if we confider them as 
the wives of induftrious worthy men, 
we cannot but exclaim againft the 
prefent mode of education ia town 


and be extremely folicitous to prevent 
the confequences which ignorance and 
impradence are ever attended with. 
Ought not every parent to feel the 


interelt of his children. at .heart ?. 
Ought they not to do every thing. 
which will tend to render them happy? 
No one can deny it. If the period for’ 
admaifiion into public companies was 
extended to the feventeenth or eigh- 
teenth year, and the time of young 
Ladies prior to that period, employed 
in making literary acquirements, ins, 
ftead of racking their imaginations in, 
the invention of fafhions. I fancy, 
that two valuable ends might be an- 
fwered : our Wives would. becoine 
Econemitts, and our Daughters capable 


of making good Wives, and till fuch 
a period arrives, old maids muft in- 
creafe, population decline, and we be 
obliged to purchafe gewgaws and 
finery, at the expence of poverty. 


pable of enticing their unexperienced 
minds, that the little improvement 


A young Man who would be married, E 


if this fcbeme was adopted. 


From the Vermont Gazstte, of December 4, 1786. 
To the Printers of the Vermont Gazette. 


ntlemen, 
i fend you os the bearer a rough, but true flating of the condu& of government and * 
the mob, at Windfor, lap « week ; 3 which you will infert in your wjeful poser, if 
jou think proper. 
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Supreme Court, Winds or, November 19, 1786. 


iffued by the Court, and called to an- 


Fis onfequence of Robert Morrifon 
fwer to an information filed againt 


bein ig apprehended t >yY & Warrant, 
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A Remarkable Deliverance. 415 


tim, for heading a mob under arms, 
to impede and hinder the county court 
of faid county from fitting, on the laft 
of October,—a mob confifting of about 
fifty men, under, arms, collected at 
Capt. Lull’s in Hartland, about five 

uules ne rth of the Court-Houfe, with 
a fixed d eter nation to fet Merriion 
at liberty. he Sheriff getting in- 
telligence of the defign, on the 16th 
of November, under the direétion of 
the Court (who through the whole 
have a¢ted with the greateit irmnefs) 
called on the militia. Capr. Dart, 
from Weathersfield, with his compa- 
ny, and the Windi{or militia were col- 
leéted the fame evening. ‘The Court 
called a council, the Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral being prefent, and concluded, 
from the fituation of the mob, that it 
was the beft policy to take them by 
furprife. 

The High-Sheriff Col. Waii, with 
adout forty men under arms, between 
3.and 4 o'clocx in the morning of the 
i7th, marched tothe ground, paffed 
their guards by a circuitous rout, en- 
tered the houfe in two divifions, and 
after a fhort, but very refolute -refiit- 
ance, captured 27 of them ; their 


leaders efcaped. The High-Sheriff 
was badly wounded in the head, but 
was ftill able to attend Court, and to 
have warner his regiment if neceflity 


had r yulre 1 it. Several others, among 
whom ‘was the State’s Attor rey, were 
flightiy wounded. Tne Militia 





who turned out on the oceafion, dif- 
covered the greateft degree of huma- 
nity, and at the fame time as great a 
degree of firmne/s. Capt. Dart. ef- 
pecially, and his company, deferve 
the particular thanks of the freemen. 
‘The party returned after a march of 
eleven miles, and had the culprits fafe- 
ly lodged in goal betore funrife. The 
State’s Attorney, by order of the 
Court, fled information againft them ; 
and on Saturday the 18th, 600 of the 
militia, under the command of Briga- 
dier-General Olcott, were affembled 
underarms. A re-inforcement of the 
mob of too men afiembled at the 
faid Luull’s, but finding the ftrength of 
government, retired. The priioners 
on Saturday were called to plead, 

they plead guilty, appeared very hum- 
ble and penitent, and were treated 
with great tenderneis by the Court. 


4n arcount of the fufferings and deliverance of Capt. Samuet Rossins and 


others——writien by one of the fellow /» 


ETWEEN one and two o'clock, 
Saturday morning, December 

9. Capt, Samuel Robbins failed from 
the Long-Wharf in Bofton, in a coait- 
ing floop bound for Plymouth, with 
a number of paflengers on board, 
among whom was the Rev. Mr. Rob- 
bins. of Plymouth, with thirteen 
others. . The wind then about N. by 
E. We had patled the light, about 
2 leagues, hes the wind veering 
round to EN E. the heavens prew 
luddenly black, and a fquall of inow 


ifferers. 


ferting in, wwe endeavoured to get back 
again ; but the compais being at this 
thne a little-out of order, and the 
{now very thick, prevented our find- 
ing the light, and after running about 
half an hour, it was thought unfafe to 
procecd further towards fo dangerousa 
fhore ; and we put about again towards 
Plymouth. The ftorm increafing with 
great violence, iplit the main-fail in 
{uch manner, that it was with great 
difficulty we could keep off fhore ull 
morning, hoping that day-light would 
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afford us fome help ; but our hopes 
were vain, as we co wuld er no- 
taing of the land. About eight in 
the morning, it was agreed, as the on- 
ly. probable means 
the lives of the people, to run the 
vefii afhore, though totally ata lofs 
where we fhould tall—Heaven ap- 
pe shed torus ! The reader may cn- 
deavour to paint to his imagination, 
the jolemn interval of about ten mi- 
nuces, aiter the order given to run her 
athore, before fhe itruck ; each per- 
fon contemplating an immediate en- 
trance into eciernity, and appearin 

before his Maker.—We now {aw the 
breakers on fhore—dread harbingers 
of our epproaching ceiny—when 
the man at helm, (though miftaken) 
cried out, ‘ nothing bat 
the Lord have mercy on us, nota fin- 
gle life to be faved!” . Happily, his 


Mie OV 


rocks = 


fears, and the violence of the furf, de- 
ceived him—and in Je/s than a minute 
fhe ftrack upon a bar of fand, but was 


carried over it to within about 6o yards 
of the fhore ; when fhe ttopped, the 
boom faddenly broke, and tell with 
violence on the deck among the peo- 
ple, but providentially did no other 
damage than flightly wounding one 
perfon. ‘The boat was inftantiy got 
out, imegining the vefe] might foon 
beat to pieces, and by means of a 
Jong warp, faltened to the boat, and 
veered out from the vefiel, every per- 
fon at three freights, got fafe to fhore ; 
not without great hazerd of their lives, 
from the amazing jurf and undertow. 
The land proved to be a beach be- 
tween Marihifield and the Gurnen, 
fome miles from any habitation. 
Here, wet and cold, we travelled to 
keep from freezing, but perfecily ig- 
norant where we were, our conjec- 
tures being exceedingly various. ‘the 

{torm now increafed to greater feverity 


A Remarkable D 


of faving any of 


eliverance. 


—when, alter travelling about a mile 
northward, we found a {mall hut, put 
up by fome gunners, as a temporary 
refidence, while purfuing their diver- 
fion on the beach. Here, by means of 
a gun, which we tound loaded, we 
procured a fire ; but for which, fome 
of us, atleaftymuft,without any doubr, 


have perifhed. In this hat, five of our 


companions (among whom was a wo- 
man, Mrs. Blodget, trom Bolton, 
who with furprifing fortitude endur- 
ed every fatigue) {pent the fuceeeding 
night. It was now about 11 o’clock, 
A.M. Two of our company, upon 
our firlt landing, bent .their courte 
fouthward, in queft of fhelter, and 
having arrived at the Gurnett-Houle, 
cifpatched a trefh hand to feck the re- 
nainder; he came tothe hut, inform- 
ed us what land we were upon, and 
offered to pilot thote who would -ac- 
company him tothe houfe. All but 
the five above mentioned fet out with 
him.—-Thus, after being wrecked on 
the fhore, and having travelled; in the 
whole, near 7 miles, in a moft violent 
fnow-fiorm, for five hours, on a defo- 
late beach, through inexpreflible fa- 
igue, from wet, cold and hunger, 
fome of us having eat nothing for 
more than 20 hours, we arrived at the 
friendly houle of Mr. Burgifs,. on the 
Gurnett, where we received every at- 
tention and kindnels that compaflion 
and hofpitality coula afford, until 
means were obtained tor our fafe ar- 
riving at our own homes. The fub- 
jets of fo remarkable a prefervation 
think themfelves bound, in duty, to 
publifh this account, in grateful telti- 
mony to that kind power and almigh- 
ty Providence which appeared for 
them in the hour of their danger, and 


refcued fixteen fouls from immediate 
Geath. 





Effays on Rhetorick. 


‘ Subhimity in Writing. 

HE foundation of the Sublime 

in Compofition muft always be 
laid in the mature of the object. de- 
{cribed ; except it be fuch an objeét 
as, if prefented to our fight, if exhi- 
bited to us in reality, would excite 
ideas of that elevating, that awful, and 
magnificent kind, which we call Sub- 
lime.: the defcription, however finely 
drawn, is not entitled to be placed 
under this clafs, This excludes all 
objects which are merely beautiful, 
gay, or elegant. Befides, the objec 
muft not only in itfelf be fudlime,but 
it muf{t be placed before us in fuch a 
light as is beft calculated to give us a 
clear and full impreffion of it : it muk 
be defcribed with ftrength, with con- 
cifenefs, and fimplicity. This depends 
chiefly upon the lively impreffion 
which the poet or orator has of the 
obje& which he exhibits ; and upon 
his being deeply affected and animated 
by the iublime idea which he would 
convey. If his own feelings be lan- 
guid, he can never infpire his reader 
with any ftrong emotion. Inftances, 
which on this fubje& are extremely 
neceflary, will clearly fhew the im- 
portance of thofe requifites which have 
ju been mentioned. 

It is chiefly amongft the moft an- 
cient authors that we are to look for 
the moft ftriking inftances of the fub- 
lime. The early ages of the world, 
and the rude uncuitivated ftate of {o- 
ciety, appear to have been peculiarly 
favourable to the ftrong emotions of 
fublimity. The genius of mankind 
was then very prone to admiration 
and aftonifhment. Meeting continu- 
ally with new and ftrange objeéts,their 
imagination was kept glowing, and 
their paffions were often raifed to the 
utmoit. They thought, and exprefied 
themfelves boldly, and without re- 
itraint. In the progrefs of fociety, the 
genius and manners of men have un- 
dergone a change more favourable to 
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accuracy than to ftrength or {ublimitys © 
Of all writings, whether ancient or 
modern, the Sacred Scriptures afford 
us the moft ftriking inftances of the 
fablime. ‘The deicriptions of the Su- 
preme Being are, in them, wonders 
fully noble ; both from the grandeur 
of the object, and the manner of re+ 
prefenting it. What a collettion of 
awful and {ublime ideas is prefented 
to us in that paflage of the eightcenth 
plalm, where an appearance of the 
Deity is defcribed ! * In my diftrefs I 
“ called upon the Lord ; he heard 
“¢ my voice out of his temple, and my 
cry came before him. Then the 
‘“* earth fhook and trembled; the foun- 
** dations of the hills were moved ¢ 
** becaufe he was wroth. He bowed 
‘* the heavens and came down, and 
darknefs was under his feet ; and 
and he did ride upon a cherub, 
“ and did fly; yea, hedid fly upon 
“ the wings of the winds. He made 
“* darknefs his fecret place ; his pa- 
vilion round about him were dark 
‘« waters, and thick clouds of the fky.” 
The circumftances ot darknefs and ter- 
ror are here applied with propriety and 
fuccefs, for heightening the fublime. 
The celebrated inftance given by 
Longinus, from Mofes, “God faid, let 
“ there be light; and there was ligh:,” 
belongs to the true fublime ; and its 
fublimity arifes from the ftrong con- 
ception it conveys, of an effort of 
power producing its effet with the 
utmoit ipeed and facility. A fimilar 
thought is magnificently expanded in 
the following paflage of Latah (chap. 
Xxiv.—v. 24, 27, 28) “ Thus faid 
** the Lord, thy Redeemer, and he that 
“ formed thee from the womb : [am 
“‘ the Lord that maketh all things ; 
“that itretcheth forth the heavens 
** alone ; that f{preadeth abroad the 
** earth by myfelf ; that faith to the 
** deep, be dry, and I will dry pp thy 
** rivers 3 that faith of Cyrus, he is 
“my fhepherd, and fhall perform al! 
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«my pleafure; even, faying to Jeru- 
** falem, thou fhalt be built ; and to 
**the Temple, thy foundation fhall 
* be laid.” 

Homer has, in all ages, been uni- 
verfally admired for fublimity ; and 
he is indebted for much of his grandeur 
to that native and unaffected fimplicity 
which characterizes his manner. His 
deferiptions of conflicting armies ; the 
{pirit, the fire, the rapidity which he 
throws into hisbattles, prefentto every 
reader of the Iliad frequentinftances of 
fublime: writing. ‘The majeity of his 
warlike fcenes are often heightened, 
in a high degree by the introduction 
of the Gods. In the twentieth book, 
where a}l thefe fuperiour beings take 





part in the engagement, according as 
they feverally favour either the Gre- 
cians or'the Trojans, the poet appears 
to put forth one of his higheft efforts ; 
and the defcription rifes into the moft 
awful magnificence. All nature feems 
to be in commotion. Jupiter thunders 
through the fkvy ; Neptune {mites the 
earth with’his trident ; the fhips, the 
city and the mountains tremble ; the 
earth fhakes to its centre + Pluto lea 
from his throne, fearing leaft the fe- 
crets of the infernal regions fhould be 
laid open to the view of mortals. We 
fhall tranfcribe Mr. Pope’s tranflation 
of this paflage ; which, though per- 
haps inferior to the original, ‘is: yet 
highly animated and ‘fublime. 


«But when>the Powers defcenting fwell’d the fight, ! 
Then tumult rofe, fierce rage, and pale affright : 
‘Now. thro’ the trembling fhores Minerva calls, 
. And now fhe thunders from’the-Grecian walls ; 
» Mars, ‘hov’ring o’er his ‘Troy, his terror fhrouds 
In, gloomy tempelts, and a ‘night of clouds ; 
Now thro’ each Trojan heart he fury pours 
| With voice «divine, from flion’s topmoft tow’rs 5 
_ Above, the: Sire of Gods his thunder rolls, 


And peals on peals redoubled rend the 


poles ; 


‘Beneath, ftern Neptune fhakes the folid ground, 
_ ‘The forelts wave, the mountains nod around ; 
Thro’ -el] her fummits tremble Ida’s woods, 
‘And ‘from ‘their ‘fources boil her hundred ‘floods; 
-Troy’s turrets totter on ‘the ‘rocking plain, 
And the tols’d navies beat the heaving main ; 
Deep in the difmal region of the dead, 
The infernal Monarch rear’d his horrid head, 
; ‘Leapt from this throne, left Neptune’s arm fhould lay 
,.. His dark dominions open to: the day. ; 
And pour in light on Pluto’s drear abodes, 
Abher’d by men, and dreadful e’en to Gods ! 
‘Such wars the Immortals wage ; fuch horrors ‘rend 


The world’s vait concave, when the Gods -contend. 








Concifemefs and fimplicity will ever 


will eafily appear,why a defect citheria 
be found effential to fublime writing. 


concifenefs or in fimplicity is peculiarly 
Simplicity is properly oppofed to ftu- hurtful tothe fublime. The emotion 
died and profufe ornament ; andcon- excited in the mind by fome great or 
cifenefs to {uperfuous expreffion. It noble object, raifes it confiderably 
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above itscommon pitch. A fpecies of 
enthufiafm is produced, extremely 
pleafing while it lafts ; but from which 
the mind is tending every moment to 
fink into its ordinary ftate. When an 
author, therefore, has brought us, or 
is endeavouring to bring: us into this 
tate, if he multiplies words unnecef-. 
farily, if he decks the fublime objec, 
onall fides, with glittering ornaments; 
nay, if he throws in-any one decora- 
tion which falls in the leaft below the 
principal image, that moment he- 
changes the key. ; he relaxes the ten- 
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fion of the mind ; the ftrength of the 
feeling is emafculated ; the Beautiful 
may remain, but the Sublime is no 
more—-Homer’s defcription of the nod 
of Jupiter, as fhaking the heavens, has 
been admired, in all ages, as exceflively 
fublime. Literally tranflated, it runs 
thus : “ He. fpoke, and bending his 
‘** fable brows, gave the awful nod ; 
“‘ while he fhook the celeftial locks of 
** his immortal head, all Olympus was 
*« fhaken.”—-Mr. Pope tranilates it 
** thus : 


He fpoke ; - and: awful bends his fable brows, 
Shakes his ambrofial curls, and gives the nod, 
The ftamp of fate, and fanétion of a god: 

High heaven, with trembling, the dread fignal took, 
And all Olympus to its centre fhook. 


The image is expanded, and at- 
tempted to be beautified ; but, in rea- 
lity, itis weakened. The third line— 
*. The ftamp of tate,.and fanétion of 
“a God,” is entirely expletive, and 
introduced only to fill up the rhyme ; 
for it interrupts the defcription, and 
clogs the image. For the fame reafon, 
jupiter is repretented as fhaking his 
Jocks before he gives the nod : “‘Shakes 
“«-his ambrofial curls, and gives the 
“nod ;” which is trifling and infig- 
nificant : whereas, in the original, the 
hair of his head fhaken is the confe- 
quence of his nod, and makes a happy 





pidtureique circumftance in the de- 
icription. 

The boldnefs, freedom, and varicty 
of our blank verfe, is infinitely more 
propitious than rhyme, to all kinds of 
fublime poetry. The fulleit evidence 
of this is afforded by Milton ; an au- 
thor whole genius led him peculiarly 
to the fublime. The whele frit and 
fecond books of Paradife Loft are con- 
tinued examples of it. Take only, 
for inftance, the following noted de- 
{cription of Satan, after his fall, ap- 
pearing at the head of his inferna! 
hoits : 


He, above the reft, 


In fhape and geiture proudly eminent, 

Stood like a tower; his form had not ‘yet loft 

AH her original brightnefs, nor appeared 

Lefs than. Archangel ruined ; and the excel 

Of glory obfcured : as when the fun, new rien, 

Looks thro’ the horizontal mitty air, 

Shoren of his beams; or, from behind, the mooa, 

In dim cclipfe, dijarous twilight fheds a 
On half the nations, and with tear of change 


Perplexes monarchs. 


Darkened fo, yet Mone 


Above them all th’ ArchangeL.——. 
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Here a variety of fources of the fub- 
lime are joined together ; the principal 
object fuperlatively great, a high iu- 
perior nature, tallen indeed, but raif- 
ing itlelf againit diftrefs ; the grandeur 
of the principal object heightened, by 
connecting it with fo noble an idea as 
that of the fun fuffering an ecliple ; 
this piture fhaded with all thofe ima- 
ges of change and trouble, of darknefs 
and terror, which coincide fo exqui- 
fitely with the fublime emotion ; and 
the whole exprefled ina ftyle and ver- 
fification familiar, natural and fimple, 
but magnificent. 

Befides fimplicity and concifenefs, 
ftrength is effentially requifite to fub- 
lime writing. The ftrength of def- 
cription proceeds, in a great meafure, 
from a fimple concifeneis; but it im- 
plies fomething more, namely, a judi- 
cious choice of circumftances in the 
defcription, fo as to exhibit the obje& 
in its full and moft advantageous point 
of view. For every object has feveral 
faces, if the expreflion be allowed, 
by which it may be prefented to us, 
according to the circumftances with 
which we furround it ; and it will ap- 
pear fuperlatively fublime, or other- 
wife, in proportion as all thefe circum- 
ftances are happily chofen, and of a 


fublime kind. In this the great art 
of the writer confiits ; and is, indeed, 
the principal diificulty of fublime 
defcription. If the defcription be too 
general, and divefted of circumitances, 
the object is fhewn in a faint light ; 
it makes either a feeble impreflon, or 
no impreflion at all, on the reader, 
At the fame time, if any infignificane 
or improper circumftances are ming- 
led, the whole is degraded. 

The nature of that emotion which 
is aimed at by fublime defcription, 
admits of no mediocrity, and cannoz 
{ubfift in a middle ftate ; but muft 
either highly tran{port us, or, if unfuc- 
cefsful in the execution leave us ex- 
ceedingly difgufted and difpleafed, 
We endeavour to rife along with the 
writer; the imagination is awakened, 
and put upon the ftretch ; but it ought 
to be fupported ; and if, in the midi 
of its effort, it be deferted unexpected- . 
ly, it muft defcend with a painful 
fhock. When Miiton, in his battle 
of the Angels, reprefents them as tears 
ing up the mountains, and throwing 
them at one another ; there are in 
his defcription, as Mr. Addifon has 
remarked, no circumftances but what 
are truly {ublime : 


From their foundations loos’ning ta and fro, 
They pluck’d the feated hills, with all their load, 
Rocks, waters, woods ; and by the fhaggy tops 


Uplifting, bore them in their hands. 


This idea of the giants throwing 
the mountains, which isin itfelf to 
grand, is rendered by Claudian bur- 
leique and ridiculous : by this fingle 
circumitance, of one of his giants 
with the mountain Ida upon his 
fhoulders, and the river which flowed 
from the mountain, running down the 





giant’s bank, as he held it up in that 
poiture. Virgil, in his defcription of 
Mount tna, has been guilty of a 
flight inaccuracy of this kind. After 
feveral magnificent images, . the poet 
concludes with perfonifying the moun 
tain under this figure, 


cum gemitu"— 
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‘ belching up his bowels with agroan ;’ 
which, by making the mountain re- 
femble a fick or drunken perfon, de- 
grades the majefty of the defcription. 
The debafing effeét of the idea which 
is here prefented, will appear in a 
ftronger light, by obferving what 
figure it makes in a poe:n of Sir Ri- 


chard Blackmore ; who, through an 
extravagant perverfity of tafte, had 
felected this for the principal circum- 
ftance in his defcription; and thereby 
(as Dr. Arbuthnot humouroufly ob- 
ferves) had reprefented the mountain 
as in a fit of the cholic. 


Etna, and all the burning mountains, find, 


Their kindled ftores, 


with inbred ftorms of wind, 


Blown up to rage, and roaring out, complain, 
As torn with inward gripes and torturing pain : 


Labouring, they caft their dreadful vom) 


round, 


And with their melted bowels (fpread the ground. 


Such inftances fhow hew much the 
fublime depends upon a proper feleétion 
of circumitances ; and with how great 
care every circumftance muft be avoid- 
ed, which, by approaching in the 
{malleft degree to the mean or even 
to the yay or the trifling, changes 
the tone of the emotion. 

What is commonly called the fub- 
lime ftyle, is, for the moit part, a 
very bad one ; and has no relation 
whatever to the true Sublime. Writers 
are apt to imagine, that {plendid 
words, accumulated epithets, and a 
certain {welling kind of expreffion, by 
rifing above what is cuftomary or 
vulgar, contributes to, or even forms, 
the jublime : yet nothing is, in reality, 
more falfe. In the inttances of {fub- 
lime writing, which have been men- 
tioned, nothing of this kind appears. 
“ God faid, let there be light; and 
** there was light.” This is truly 
ftriking and fublime : but put it into 
what dl -ulaally called the fublime 
ftyle ; ** The Sovereign Arbiter - 
. Sag by the potent energy of 
“ fingle word, commanded che lig he 
** to exift ;” and, as Boileau has justly 
obferved, the ttyle is indeed raifed, but 
the thought is degraded. Ia general 
it may be obferved sthat the fublime lies 
ia the thonght, not in the words; and 





when the thought is really noble, it 
will generally clothe itielf in a native 
majefty of language. 

The faults oppofite to the Sublime 
are principally wo; the Frigid and 
the Bombaft. The Frigid conhits in 
degrading an object, or fentiment, 
which is fublime in itfelf, by a mean 
conception of it; or bya weak, low, 
or puerile defeription of it. This be- 
trays entire abfence, or at leaft ex- 
treme poverty of genius. The Bombat 
lies in forcing a common or trivial ob- 
ject out of its rank, and endeavouring 
to raife it into the fublime; or, in at- 
tempting to exalt a fublime ‘objet be- 
yond all natural and juft bounds. 


Beauty, and other Pleafures of Tafe. 


BE AU TY, next to Sublimity, 
affords undoubtedly, the higheft plea. 
fure to the imagination. The emotion 
which it raifes, is eafily diftinguifhed 
from that of fublimity. It is of a 
more gentle kind ; more calm and 
foothing ; does not elevate the mind 
fo much, but produces a pleafing fe- 
renity. Sublimity excites a feeling, 
too violent to be lafting; the pieafure 
proceeding from Beauty admits of 
longer continuance. It @xtends alfo 
to a much greater variety of objects 
than Sublimity ; tow variety indeed 
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fo great, that the fenfations which 
beautiful objects produce differ ‘ex- 
ceedingly, not in degree only, but allo 
in kind, from each other. Hence, 
no word is ufed in a more undeter- 
mined fignification than Beauty : it ts 
applied to almoft every external object. 
which pleafes the eye or the ear; to 
many of the graces of writing ; to {e- 
veral difpofitions of the mind ; nay, 
tofome objeétsof mere abitract {cience. 
We fpeak frequently of a beautiful 
tree or flower ; a beautiful poem ; a 
beautiful character ; and a beautiful 
theorem in mathematics. 

Colour feems to afford she fimpleft 
inftance of Beauty. Aflociation of 
ideas, it is probable, has {ome influence 
on the pleafure which we receive from 
colours. Green, for example, may 
appear more beautiful, by being con- 
nected in our ideas with rural {cenes 
and profpeéts ; white, with innocence ; 
blue, with the ferenity of the fky. 
Independent of affociations of this fort, 
all that we can farther obferve reipett- 
ing colours is, that thofe chofen for 
Beauty are commonly delicate rather 
than glaring : fuch are the feathers of 
fevera! kinds of birds, the leaves of 
flowers, and the fine variation of co- 
Jours fhown by the fky at the rifing 
and fetting of the fun. 

Figure opens to us forms of Beauty 
more complex and diverfified. Regu- 
larity firft ‘offers itfelf to be noticed 
as a fource of Beauty. By a regular 
figure is underitood, one which we 
perceive to be formed according to 
fome certain rule, and not left arbi- 
trary or loofe, in the conftruction of 
its parts. ‘Thusacircle, a {quare, a 
triangle, or a hexagon, give pleature 
to the eye, by their ‘regularity, as 
beautiful figures: yet a certain grace- 
ful variety is perceived to be a much 
more powerful principle of Beauty. 
Regularity f scents [0 appear more ‘beau- 
ttul to US, chiefly, 1 il net entir: ely, on 
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account. of its fuggefting the ideas of” 
fine!s, propriety, and ute, which have. 
always a more intimate conneétion 
with orderly and proportioned forms, 
than with thofe which appear not con- 
ftructed according to any certain rule. 
Nature, who is the mott graceful artift, 
hath, in all her ornamental works, 
purfued variety, with an apparent dif- 
serhie of regularity, Cabinets, doors, 
and windows, are made after a regular 
form, in cubes and parallelograms, 
with an exact proportion of parts ; 
dnd thus formed, they pleafe the eye 
for this juit reafon ; that being works 
of ufe, they are, by fuch figures, the 
better adapted to the ends for which 
they were defigned. Yet plants, flow-. 
ers, and leaves, are ful! of variety and 
diverfity. A ftraight canal is an infi- 
pid figure, when compared with the 
meanders of rivers. Cones and pyra- 
mids have their degree of beauty ; but. 
trees growing in their natural wild- 
nefs, have infinitely more beauty than 
when trimmed into pyramids and: 
cones. ‘The apartments of a houle- 
muft be difpofed with regularity, for: 
the convenience of its inhabitants ;- 
but a garden, which is intended mere- 
ly for beauty, would be extremely 
difgufting, if it had as much #nifor- 
mity and order as a dwelling hovfe. 
Motion affords another fource of 
Beauty, diftinét from figure. Motion 
of itfelf is pleafing ; and bodies in 
motion are, ** czteris paribus,” uni- 
verfally preferred to thofe _at reft. 
Gentle motion, however, only belongs 
to the Beautiful ; for when it is fwitt, 
or very powerful, fuch as that of a 
torrent, it partakes of the Sublime. 
The motion of a bird gliding through 
the air, is exquifitely beautiful ; the 
iwiftnefs with which lightning ‘darts 
through the tky, is magnificent and 
aftonifhing. And here it is neceflary 
to obferve, that'the fenfations of fub- 
lime and beautiful ase not always dif 
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Linguifhed by very diftant boundaries ; 
ut are capable, in many inftances, of 
approaching towardscach other. Thus, 
a gently running ftream is one of the 
moft beautiful objeés in nature : as it 
{wells gradually into a'great river, the 
beautiful, by degrees, is loft in the 
fublime.. A young tree is a beautiful 
object ; a {preading ancient oak is a 
venerable ‘and fublime one. But to 
return to the beauty of motion : it will 
“be found to hold very generally, that 
motion ina ftraight line is not fo beau- 
tiful as in a waving direétion ; and 
motion upwards is commonly alio more 
pleafing than motion downwards. The 
eafy curling motion of flame and {moke, 
is an object fingularly agreeable. Mr. 
Hogarth obferves very ingenioufly, 
that all the common and neceflary 
motions:fer the purpofes of lite, are 
performed by men in ftraight or plain 
lines.; but-that all the graceful and 
ornamental ‘movements are made in 
curve lines; an obfervation worthy of 
the attention of thofe who ftudy the 
grace of gefture and action. 

Colour, figure, and motion, though 
feparate principles of Beauty ; yet in 
many beautiful objeéts they meet to- 
gether, and thereby the beauty both 
greater and more complex. Thus in 
flowers, trees, and animals, we are 
entertained at the fame time with the 
delicacy of the colour, with the grace- 
fulnefs of the figure, and fometimes 
alfo with the motion of the object. 
The moit complete affemblage of 
beautiful objeéts which can any where 
be found, is prefented by a rich natu- 
ral landfcape, where there isa luticient 
variety of objects : fields in verdud, 
{cattered trees and flowers, running 
water, and animals grazing. If to 
thefe be added, fome of the produc- 
tions of art, which are proper for fuch 
a fcene ; as a bridge with arches, over 
a river, fmoke rifing from cottages in 
the midft of trees, and the diftant view 
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of a fine building difcovered by the 
rifing fun; we then enjoy, im the 
greateft perfection, that gay, chearful, 
and placid fenfation which chara¢ter- 
izes Beauty. 

The Beauty of the human ‘counte- 
nance 1s more complex than any that 
we have yet examined. Tt compre- 
hends the Beauty of colour, arifing 
from the delicate fhades of ‘the com- 
plexion ; and ‘the Beauty of figure, 
erifing from the lines which conttitute 
diiferent features *. the face: but 

he principal Beauty of the counte- 

nance depend is upon a yf erious ex- 
preflion which it conveys of the qua- 
lities of the mind; of good fenfe or 
good humour; of candour, benevo- 
lence, fenfibility, or other amiable 
cifpofitions. It may be obferved, 
that there are certain qualities of the 
mind which, whether expreffed in the 
countenance, or by words, or by ac- 
tions, always raife in usa feeling fimi- 
lar to thag of Beauty. ‘There are two 
great clafits of moral qualities; one is 
of the high andthe great virtues, which 
require extraordinary efforts, and is 
founded on dengers and *fufferings ; 
as heroiim, magnanimity, contempt 
of pleafures, and contempt of death. 
Thefe, as was obferved m a former 
Lecture, produce in the {pectator an 
idea of fublimity and grandeur. The 
other clafs is chiefly of the focial vir- 
tues, and fuch as are of a fofter and 
gentler kind ; as compafiion, mildnefs, 
and generofity Thefe excite in the be- 
holder a fenfation of pleafure fo nearly 
allied to that produced by beautiful ex- 
ternal objects, that, though of a more 
exalted nature, it may without impto- 
priety be claffed under the fame head. 

Beauty of Writing, ufed in its more 
definite fenfe, characterizes a particu- 
lar manner ; when it isto fignify a 
certain grace and amenity in the turn 
either ot ftyle or fentiment, for which 
fome authors have been particularly 
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diftinguifhed. - In this fenfe, it com~ 
prehends a manner neither remark- 
ably fublime, nor extravagantly paf- 
fionate, nor uncommonly {parkling ; 
but fuch as excites in the reader an 
emotion of the gentle placid kind, re- 
fembling thag which is railed by the 
contemplation of beautiful objects in 
nature ; which neither lifts the mind 
very high, nor agitates it to excels 5 
but {preads over the imagination an 
agreeable and pleafing ferenity. Mr. 

ddifon is a writer entirely of this 
character ; and is one of the moll pro- 
per examples which can be given of it. 
Fenelon, the author of Telemachus, 
may be confidered as another example. 
Virgil, allo, though very capable of 
piling occafionally into the fublime, 
yet generally is difiinguifhed by the 
‘character of beauty and grace, rather 
than of fublimity. Among orators, 
Cicero. has more of the beautiful than 
Demolthenes, whoie genius carried 
him wholly towards vehemence and 
firength. 

This much itis neceffary to have faid 
‘upon the f{ubjeét of Beauty ; fince,next 
to fublimity, it is the moit copious 


~ “fobrce of the Pleafures of Tale. But 


objeéts do not only delight the imagi- 
‘nation by appearing under the forms 
of fublime or beautiful : they likewile 
derive their power of giving it picafure 
4rom feveral other principles. 
Novelty, for example, has been 
‘mentioned by Mr. Adcifon, and by 
‘every writer on this fubject. An ob- 
ject which has no other merit than 
being uncommon or new, by means 
of this quality alone, raifes in the mind 
a viyid and an agreeable emotion, 
Hence that paflion of curiofity, which 
prevails fo univerfally among mankind. 
Objects and ideas to which we have 
been long accuftomed,make too faint an 
impreflion to give an agreeable exer- 
cife to our faculties. New and firange 
‘objects roule the mind from iss dos- 
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mant ftate, by giving it a fudden and 
pleafing impulfe. Hence, in a great 
meafure, the entertainment we receive 
from fiction and romance. The cmo- 
tion raifed by Novelty is of a more 
lively and awakening nature tha: that 
produced by Beauty ; but much fhorter 
in its dération. For if the object has 
in itfelf no charms to retain our atten- 
tion, the fhining glofs {pread over it 
by Novelty foon wears off. 

Imitation is alfo another fource of 

pleafure to Tafte. This gives rile to 
what Mr. Addifon calls, the Secondary 
Pleafures of Imagination ; which form, 
undoubtedly; a very extenfive clals. 
For all imitation conveys fome plea- 
fure to the mind ; not only the 1mita- 
tion of beautiful or fublime objects, 
by recalling the original ideds of beau- 
ty or grandeur which fuch objetts 
themfelves exhibited ; but even objects 
which have neither beauty nor grand- 
eur ; nay, fome which are terrible or 
deformed,.give us pleafure in a fecon- 
dary or reprefented view. 

The pleatures of melody and har- 
mony belong likewile to Taite. There 
is no dclighttul fenfation we receive 
either from beauty or fublimity, but 
what is capable of being heightened by 
the power of mufical fond. Whence 
the charms of poetical numbers ; and 
even of the more concealed and loofer 
meatiures of profe. Wit, humour and 
ridicule, allovopen a variety of plea- 
fures to Tafte, quite different from 
any that we hawe yet confidered. | 

At preient, it is unneceffary to pur- 
fue any farther the fubjeét of the 
Pleafures ot Vafte. We have opened 
fome of the general principles; it is 
time now to apply them to our chief 
fubjeét. It it be afked, to what clals of 
thoie Pleafures of Tafle which have 
beer enuinerated, that pleafure is to 

be 1etferred, which we receive from 
poetry, eloavence, or fine writing ? 
The anlwer is, net t any ‘one, But 
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to thera all. This p-culiar advantage 
writing and diicourfe poffels, that 
they encompafs; fo large and fruitful 
afield on all fides, and have power to 
exhibit, in great perfection, not a fingle 
fet of objeéts only, bur almolt the whole 
of thofe which give pleature to talte 
and imagination ; whether thit plea. 
fure arife trom tublimity, from beauty 
in its various forms, from defign and 
art,from moral fentiment,from novelty, 
from harmony, from wit, humour, 
and ridicule. To which ever of thele 
the peculiar inclination of a perfon’s 
tafte lies fram fome writer or other he 
has it always in his power to receive 
the gratification of it. 

It has been ufual among critical 
writers, to fpeak of difcourie as the 
chief of all the imitative or mimetic 
arts; they compare it with paintiag 
and with fculpture, and in many ref- 
pects pre er it jultly before them. Bat 
it malt be obferved, that imitation 
and deicription differ confiderably in 
their nature from each other. Words 
have no natural refemblance to the 
ideas or objects which they are em- 
ployed to fignify ; bata ttatue or a 
picture has a natural likene/s tothe 
original. 


MEDITATIO 


RIVER, thy fate refembles that 

of mortals! With a precipi- 
tate courfe we both hurry on ; you 
to the fea, and we to gloomy death. 
Bit, alas ! that is the only resemblance 
between your courfe and our's! You 
without remorfe or terror, purjue the 
bent of your nature: no law, in you, 
venders it criminal. Old age in youbas 
nothing fhocking : near the end of your 
sourfe, your force increales ; and whilft 
your current glides along, you *very mo- 
ment find fome new delight. If your 
Wear waiters add to the charms of wer- 
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As far, however, as @ poet or 2 hif- 
torian introduces into his work perfons 
reajly (peaking, and by the words 
which he puts intotheir mouths, re- 
prelents the converfation which they 
might be fuppofed to hold ; fo fag 
his art may more juftly be called imi- 
tative : and this is the cafe in every 
dramatic comrofition. But in nare 
rative or deicriptive works it cannot 
with propriety be called fo. Who, for 
example, would call Virgil’s deicrip- 
tion of a tempelt, in the firlt Abacid, 
an imitation of a ftorm ? If we heard 
of the imitation of a battle, we might 
naturally think of fome mock-fght, or 
repreientation of a bate on the itageg 
but would never imayine,chat it meant 
one of Homer’s deicriptions in the 
liad. We mult allow, at the fame 
time, that imitation and deicription 
agree in their principal effect, of re- 
callin’, by external figns, the ideas 
of things which we do not fee. But, 
thourh in this they coincide, yet if 
fhould be remembered, that the terms 
the:nfelves are not {ynonimous ; that 
they import different means of proe 
ducing the fame end ; and confequent- 
ly make different impreffions oa the 
mind. 


N upna RIVER, 


dant foades, the verdant foades, in tty 
turn, adorn your banks, and pleaje the 
vavifbed eye : over golden fandi, 
through flowery meads, WAVES FUR 
always pure. Thoujands of fifoes which 
you nouri/h, occafion you no care. Sincp 
your felicity is fo great, why do you mure 
mur? Your fate is blfful: ceafe 
your murmurs. Man, indetd.of naturt, 
juftly may complain. Know, that 
among the various paffions, by which 
the buman breaft is torn, therz is not 
one but carries im its traim inguittudls 
wexaties, gritf, axd repentance. Beth 
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night and Cay they tear the hearts over 

avhich they rule. But of ail troje fatal 
aveaknefes, love i by far the moft — 
gerous. Its very joys are dehrudive ; 
and yet miftaken mortals ardently defire 
‘hem: all other plea alures witbont love 
‘are tafiele, 5. But time difilves the 
frongefi ties, andthe mof amorous beart 
“is prone te change its poffion. 

Rivers, bow happy are you ! 
Amongh you, breach of faith is un- 
‘known. When the abjolute commands 
‘of the independent Bei ing aw ho governs 
the world caupes another fream to mix 
its eaves “wit? yours, when once you 
wre united, you never part. The aff- 
ciate hream never oppofes your witkes ; 
ewith uninterrupted concord you pour in- 
to the fea together. Such union is not 
to be touud among /t men ; the world is 
‘ever full of treason, horror, and difjen- 
tions. Too happy river, bow have you 
deferved a milder fate than mon ? Let 
es Vaurt no more imaginary ble Hinges, 
nor boafi what pride ‘imvented to con- 
ceal cur miftry: our pride «culd ty- 
‘wannize ower nature: even you have 
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felt it. We oftem turn you into various 
different channels : we invert the courfe 
of nature, to make you [pout into the air. 
If nature mult obey our fovereign orders, 
if all is made for us, why donot we 
makea better ufe of our power ? Why 
do not «we endeavour to reign over our- 
felwes ? The human heart feems made 
for pride, and Sor injufiice. Whilf men 
eafily excufe. all wices in themfel UES, 
they cannot bear reproof. But vice no 
longer meets with cenfure: theworld is 
filled with fiatterers, Amongft % 
alone fincerity can now be found: 
you we behold the genuine fimplicity of 
nature : when you have faults, you 
have no art to bide them. Your frank- 
nefs too ts equal : you shew us both our 
beauty and defeis ; and kings are by 
you 20 more flattered than feepherds. 
River, glide on ; bear to the fea your 
evaves; whilft wesin compliance with 
the laws of fate, muft yield at fongth a 
avretched being, and fink into the gul 
of death, which every moment gapes -te 
receive unthinking mortals. 


Account of the method of punifbing and execating CRimMiNars in Rome. 
[From Moore’s Travets.] 


HEFTS and crimes which are 

not capital are punifhed at 
Rome, and fome other townsof Italy, 
byi impriionment, or by what is called 
the-Cord: ‘This laft is performed in 
the ftreet. The culprit’s hands are 
‘bound wonted | by a cord, which runs 
‘on a pully; he-dis:then drawn up 
‘twenty or Shit ty feet from the ground, 
‘and, if len‘ty is intended, he islet 
down {moothly in the fame manner he 
was drawn up. In this operation the 
whole weight of the criminal’s body 
is faftained by his hands, and a firong 
man can bear the punilhment infli¢ted 
in this manner without future incon- 
veniency ; for th ilrength of the muf- 
eles of his arms; nablcs him to keep 


his hands prefled on the middle of his ” 
back, and his body hangs in a kind of 
horizontal pofitton. ‘But when they 
intend to be fevere, the criminal is al- 
lowed to fall from. the greateft height 
to which he had been raifed, and the 
fall is abruptly checked in the mid- 
dle ; by which means the hands and 
arms are immediately pulled above 
the head, both fhoulders are diflocat- 
ed, and the body {wings, powerlefs, 
in a perpendicular line. Itis.a cruel 
and injudicious punifhment, and left 
too much in the power of thofe who 
fuperiniend the execution, to make it 
fevere or not, as they are inclined. 
Breaking on the wheel is never ufed 
in Rome fer any crime; but they 








fometimes put in practice another 
mode of execution, which is much 
more fhocking in appearance, ‘than 
cruelin reality. ‘The Criminal being 
feated on a {caffold, the executioner, 
who ftands behind, ftrikes him on the 
head with a hammer of a particular 
conftrution, which deprives him, at 
once, of. all. fenfation. When it is 
certain he is completely dead, the ex- 
ecutioner, witha large knife, cuts. his 
throat from eartoear. This lalt part 
of the ceremony is thought to makea 
itronger impreflion on the minds of 
the {peétators, than the bloodlefs blow 
which deprives the criminal of. life. 
Whether tbe advantages refulting 
from this are {ufficient to compen fate 
for fhocking the publick eye with 
fuch abominable fights, I very much 
gueftion. 

Executions are not frequent at 
Rome, for the reafons already given : 
there has been.only one fince our ar- 
rival ; and thole who are of the moft 
forgiving difpofition will acknowledge 
that this criminal was not put to 
death till. the meature of his iniquity 
was fufficiently full ; he was con- 
demned to be hanged for his fifth mur- 
der. I fhall give you fome account 
of his execution, and the ceremonies 
which accompanied it, becanfe they 
throw fome light on the fentiments 
and character of the people. 


Firft of all, there was a proceflion of 


priefts, one of whom carried a crucifix 
on a pole hung with black ; they were 
followed by a number of people in 
long gowns which covered them from 
head to foot, with holes immediately 
before the face, through which thofe 
in this difguife could-iee every thing 
perfeétly, while they could not be re 
cognized by the fpectators. ‘Phey 
are of the company della Mifericordia, 
which is a fociety of perfons who, from 
motives of victy, think it a duty to vi- 
Gt criminals under fentence of death, 
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endeavour to bring them. toa proper 


fenfe of their gu ilt, a Tifkthem in mak- 


ing the beft ufe of the fhort time they 
have to live, and who never forlake 
them till the moment of their executi- 
on. People ofthe firit rank are of 
this fociety, and devoutly perform the 
molt laborious fun@tions of it. Ail 
of them carried lighted torches, and 2 
few fhook tin boxes, into which the 
multitude put money to defray the ex- 
pence of nafles for the foul of the cri- 
minal. ‘This is confidered by man 
as the moft meritorious kind of charity ; 
and fome, whofe circumitances do not 
permit them to beftow DUCA confine 
all the expence they can afford in cha- 
rity, to the fingle Bo: bop of purchafin 
maftes to be faid in behalf Fof thofe who 
have died without leaving a farthing 
to fave ier. fouls. "The rich,fay they, 
who have much fuperfluous wealth; 
may throw away part ‘of it inaétsof tem- 
poral charity ; but it is, in a more par- 
or, manner, the daty of thofe who 
have little to give, to take care that 
this Hitle fhall be applied to the moft 
beneficial purpofes. What isthe re. 
lieving a few poor families from the 
frivolous diftrefies of cold and hunger, 
in comparifon of freeing them from 
many years burning in fre and brim- 
ftone ? People are reminded of this e/- 
{ential kind of charity, not only by 
the preachers, but allo by inferiptions 
upon the walls of particalar churches 
and convents ; and fometimes the aid 
of the pencil is called in to awaken 
the compunétion of the unteeling and 
hard-hearted. On the external walls 
of fome convents, immediately above 
the box into which you are direéted 
to put your money, views 
ry are painted in the 9 flaming co 
lours, where peopie are feen in all the 
agonies of burning, railing arr indig 
nant eves to thoie unm! ndtul relations 
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to remain in thofe abodes of torment. 
One can hardly conceive how any 
asnortal can paisiuch a picture without 
emptving his purfe into the box, if, 
by fo doing, he believed he could re- 
deem, I will not fay a human creature, 
but even a poor incorrigible dog, or 
vicious horie, trom fuch a dreadtul fitu- 
stion. As the Italians in general {een 
to have more /enfibilitv than any peo- 
ple I am acquainted with, and as I {ee 
fome, who cannot be fuppofed totally 
in want of money, pais by thofe pic- 
cures every day without putting a far- 
thing into the box, I mut impute this 
Rtinginefs to 2 lack of taith rather than 
of fenfibility. Such unmindful paf. 
fengers are probably of the number of 
shoie, who begin to iuipeét that the mo- 
ney of the living can be ot litile ute to 
the dead. . Being abjolutely certain 
that it gives themielves much pain to 
part with it in this world, and doubt- 
ful whether it will have any efficacy 
in abridging the pains of their friends 
in the other, they hefitate for iome time 
between the two rifks, that of | fing 
their own money, and that of allowing 
their neighbour’s joul to continue in 
torture; and it would appear that 
thofe iceptics generally decide the dil- 
ute in favour of the money. 

But in juch a caic as that which I 
have been defcribing, where a poor 
wretch isjull going to be thruft by 
violence out of one world, and folicits 
a little money to jecure him a tole a- 
ble reception in another, the paflions 
of the ipeéta‘ors are too much agitated 
for cold reatoning, and the moft nig- 
garcly {ceptic throws his mite into the 
boxes of the Compagnia deila Mileri- 
cordia. Insmediately after them came 
the malefa¢tor himielt, ‘eated in a cart, 
with a Capucin Friar on each fide of 
him. - The hangman, with two affif- 
tants, drefled in icarlet jackets, walk- 
ed by the cart. This procediicn hav- 
ing moves Lowly round the gallows, 


which was ere€ted in the Piazza def 
Popula, the culprit defcended from 
the cart, and was led toa honfe in the 
neighbourhood, attended by the two 
Capucins. He remained there about 
half an hour, was confefled, and receiv- 
ed abfolution ; after which he came 
out, exclaiming to the populace to 
join in prayers for his foul, and .walk- 
ed with a hurried pace tothe gallows ; 
the hangman and his afliftants having 
hold of his arms, they fupported him 
up the ladder, the unhappy man re- 
peating prayers as fail as fe could ut- 
ter till he was turned off. He was 
not leit a moment to himielf. The 
executioner flepped from the lacder, 
and ftood with afoot on cach ot his 
fhoulders, jupporting himfelf in that 
fituation with his hands on the top of 
the gallows, the aflittants at the fame 
time pulling down the maletaétor’s legs, 
io that he muft have dicd in an infant. 
The executioner, in a fhort time, flid 
to the grourd aleng the d: ad body, as 
a failor flides on a ro "They then 
removed the cloth which covered his 
face, and twirled the body round with 
great rapidity, as if their intention had 
been to divert the mob ; who however, 
did not fhewany diipofition to be amuf- 
edinthat manner. {he multitode Be- 
held the icene with filent awe and 
compsflion. During the time appoint. 
ed by law for the body to hang, all the 
members of the proceflion, with the 
whole apparatus of torches, crucifixes, 
and Capucins, Went iato a neighbour. 
ing church, at the corner of the Strada 
del Babbuino, ana remained there till 
a ma{s was ‘aid for the foul of the’ de- 
ceafed ; and when that was concluded, 
they returned in proceflion to the gal- 
lows, with a cotiin covered with black 
cloth. On their approach, the execu- 
tioner, with his athitants, haftily ree 
tired among the crowd, and were ne” 
more allowed to come near the body. 
‘The conccmaed perlon having now 








paid the forfeit due to his crimes, was 
no longer confidered as 
hatred ; his dead body was therefore 
re{cued from the contaminatin» touch 
ef thofe who are held by the popula 
in the greateltabhorrence. ‘l'wo per- 
fons in mafks, and with black gowns, 
mounted the ladder and cut the rope, 
while others below, of the fame focie- 
ty, received the body, and put it care- 
fully into the cofin. An old woman 
then faid, with an 


exalted voice, 
Adeffo {pero che |’anima fua fia in 
paradifo ;” 


« Now I hope his foul ts 

a ” and th ‘cade 
jn neaven ;” and the multitude around 
feemec all inclined to hope the fame. 

The ferious and compa ffionate man- 
ger in which the Roman populace be- 
held this execution, forms a prefump- 
tion of the centleneis of their difpofitt- 
ens. Thecrimes of which this man 
had been guilty mult naturally have 
raiied their indignation, and his pro- 
feflion had atendency te inereafe and 
keep it up; tor he was one of the 
Sdirri, all of whom are held in the moit 
perfect deteftation by the common 

op! €; yettic mom ‘nt th cy iawt 13 
ebjctt of their hatred in the chara‘ter 
ef a poor condemned man, about to 
fuffer for his crimes, all their animofi- 
ty cesied ; no rancour was diipla 
por the leatt infult offered, which cou 
difturb him in his laft moments. 
They viewed him with the eyes of 
pty a and torgivenefs, and joined, with 
earn: cnet, in prayers for 
Wella 

The manner in which this 
we , was, no doubt un- 
eomimonly mild, when compared with 
the atrocity of his guilt; yet I am 
eonvinced, that the folemn circum- 
tances which accompanied his execu- 
tion, m 


made a Bre iter tmprefh 
Hiins 
erect ia! ‘' 


2 f the | ie 
for which he 


- 
~ 


his future 


man 
put to death 


> 
+ 
} 
4 


on sa the 
pulace, and would as 
deter m fro n the crimes 
Was CONG lemn 


oe, 
~ i, dS I 


eid ‘sta + ae ™ '. hl co hae! 
had OCen -DTOKeN alive vd the ‘ 4 


Mothod of punifoing Criminals in Rome. 


an opice?t of 


42% 


and the execution performed in a lef 
{oleran manner. 

Convinced as I am that all horrid 
and refined cruelty in the execution 
of criminals is, at beit, unneceflary, I 
never heard of any thing of that na- 
ture without horror and indignation. 
Other methods, no way conneéted 
with the fufferings of the prifoner, 
equally deter from the crime, and, in 

all other refpects, h ave a better influ- 
ence on the minds of the multitude. 
The proceflion deicribed above, I 
plainly perceived made a very deep 
im! preflion. I thought I faw more_ 
people e affected by it than I have for- 

merly obierved among a much great- 

er crowd, who were gathered to fee a 

dozen or fourteen of their fellow-crea- 

tures dragzed to the fame death tor 

houfe-breaking and highway-robbery, 

mere venial offences, in comparifon of 
what this Italian had perpetrated. 

The attendance of the Capucins, the 

crucifixes, the Society of Mufericordia, 

the ceremony of confeffion, all have a 
tendency to ftrike the mind with awe, 
and ke ep bp te belief ofa future ttate ; 
e multitude behold fo ma- 
Peo} nies ed, and fo much 
ains taken, to fave the foul of one of 
1¢ mbit worthleis of mankind, they 
muit think, that the faving of a foul is 
a matter of very great importance, and 

therefore nat urally infer, that the foon- 

er they begin to take care of their own, | 
the better. But when criminals are 

carried to execution with little or no 

folemnity, amidit the fhouts of an un- 

concerned rabble, who applaud them 
in proportion to the degree of indiffer- 

ence and impenitence they difplay, 
and confider the whole fceneasa fource 
of amufement ; how can fuch exhibi- 
tions make any uleful impreffion, or 

tevrify the thoughtlefs and defperate 

from any wicked propenfity ? If Shere 
isacountry is which great numbers 

of young ineoufiderate creatures are, . 
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fix or eight times every year, carried 
to execution in this tumultuous unat- 
fected manner, might not a firanger 
conclude, that the view of the legifla- 


Tue Honest Vi 


MANDARIN, who was Vice- 

roy of Jobor, governed his pra- 

wince with fa much injuflice and crue! ity, 
that the people, mo longer able to endure 
Ais oppre(jion, murdered the petty tyrant, 
and thook off the yoke of their lawful /o- 
wereign, Shaon-Ma On, King of Siam ; ; 
at once the proude?? and illic a prince of 
the age in which be lived. The enrag- 
ed monarch foon appeared with a pow- 
erful ariny, determined to punife the re- 
-wolters, ‘and delug e their country in 
blood ; but the i ’ leixed with con- 
Rernation, attempting no refiflance, be 
contented bimfelf avith throwing their 
leaders to is elephants, and Summoned 
the cbiefs of the province to appear be- 
Sore him in the great bail of the palace 

of Fobor. 

T bere, feated on a fuperd throne, and 
Surrounded by bis mer enary guar. is, 
Shaon- A alon hara Ks “ed the a! fembls 
tn. thefe avords: Vile reptiles, ye have 
dared to roufe the wengean re of the 
King of the White Elephant: 1 fhall 
mot yet crujb you, I wifh to try the fin- 
cerity of your repentance, and you fhall 
exif? till further orders. 
erve not to be governed by one of my 
Mandarins. Proflrate ycurtelves befur é 
the Viceroy whom I appoint ; and ren- 
aer yourfely “s worthy of “my clemency 
and bis prote&ion. Here, Barkout, 
faid he, to a prodigious large dog, that 
avas lying at his feet, come and take 
ripen on the throne » where thou fh alt 
be my reprefentative. Reign by my au- 
thority o Jae thefe wretches, and exter- 
whiate them i they be difobedient. 
— add refjing him é if to a Chinefe, 
Le bad been a long time Setiled “ae 


Put jou de- 


ture wastocut off guilty individualy 
in the Jealk alarming way pollib.e, 
that others might wot be deterred trom 
following their example ? 


eproryr: & Taue. 

Johor, Mani faid be, I appoint you firk 
minifler to my Viceroy, Barkout. Serve 
him with fidelity, procure the fame re. 
Jpedl to bis commands as to mine, and, 
if neceffary, affift bim with advice fuit- 
able to your qui fde ". 

Mani was an nnder/landing man, 
avho well knew an angry de/pot was 
not to be contradifed, pao tha ; the Si. 
ame/e my ght be per “a ded to believe any 
th: me; he inf mt ly dete ermined Dow to 
pro eed, anda réfol wed fo take advania age 
of the bumour of the Ki ing, and the ab- 
jecincls of the people; in the name e 
Barkout be determined to do all the good 
in pus power ; and in fuch a manner 
that Barkout foould be expofed to ail 
the danger, or receive all the ponour of 
avhat he planned. lle therefore replied 

auith mur bs oadne Sy 

May if ple afe your fublime Majefly, 
your ferent Viceroy wi il find in bis Mj. 
nijler more zeal fi r bis fervice than abi- 
lities > but 1 he pe be will ¢ nd lend ta 
, nz matters of impor Lanly. 
and that his gentus will fupply i my want 
of Fortunately, 1 poffefs one 
a wa age, mol VE: ‘y ComnN: , without 
evbich it would be ts pel ible fe r me to 
receive bis orders. /" uncrfand tpe 
langua ge of dé £5, and even {peak it 
avith Pet and fac i lity. Si fre ° Be 
in the nanie of 
- f ortage 
whice we owe your representative. 

Mani, then, turning towa ds the dog, 
roand ibree 


eile Me “9 nie 


capaci fy : 


fo ule} wubile 1 rend 
; ’ 
ther bol ole } browince, fhe bumbl 


after a touched + 
fimes % 

fome minutes the barking of a dog, but 
tn a [oft and respec ct ‘ul tone Barkeut 
immediately rrturned an anf wer which 
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rofounded through ‘the palace, and this 
anfwer, ably tranflated, impreffed every 
one with a high fi a of his unde oo 
and abilities. The whole afembly wa 
delighted, Shaon-Malon, above all, - 
pat the Spir ited eloquence of the Vice- 
roy, and the uncommon erudition of his 
interpreter, He departed a few days 
afte r, extrem ly contented awith the dou- 
bie choice be bad made, and openly de- 
claring that ‘JoLor would be better £9- 
werned than any province in the em- 
pire. 

Notavithf ling f his air OF pte « 
B. rho ut wwasin reality one of the worth- 
s/f dogs in the avorld ; the mok traéa- 
ble, and the moft docile. Won by the 
attention and carciles of Mani, be en- 
tertained the greate/l efieem for that 
fage Minifier, and impror ved fo much, 
by bis leffons, that he a&ed the part of 
Viceroy with no le/s 5 cafe than dignity. 
He roe early, and for form fake appear- 
ed at the levee, after which he went 
into the council chamber. 

There the firft Minifler propofed the 
qutflion in debate, which was amply 
difcuffed, every one freely giving bis 
“2a The Viceroy, after having 

arked with Mani on the fubje&, pro- 
nounced bimfelf the final decifion, which 
the latter tranflated into Siamefe, with 
a fidelity na one ever difputed. 

On the breaking up of the council, 
Barkout entered p hail of audience, 
where a croud of people waited for him 
in refpe2ful filence. Fie liftened with 
patience, granted with prudenc é, and 
refufed vith courtesy. In foort, be and 
bis interpreter aCgul itted themfelves fo 
wel/, that ever y pet tioner returned 
va either cor utenied or confole a. 

After this a dinner was ferved up to 
the Vix ceroy, fimple, itis true, but falid 
in quality, and ample in quantity ; at 
which Barkout cave proofs of an ap- 


petite equal to svat of the heroes in the 
sarlief ages, 


After dinner he, fill accompanied by 
his interpreter, diverted himfelf by ex 
ercifing his troops, or hunting in his 
park, and when he returned to his palace 
he was clofeted with Mani, regulated 
affairs of lefs importance, and figned the 
difpatches, which were ready, by lay- 
ing upon them his paw dipped in ink, 
at once his fignature and feal. This 
bufine/s over, a familiar barking took 
place for half an hour ; the Viceroy 
Jupped as he had dined, and then retir- 
ed to ref. This was his daily rou- 
tine. 

Govern thyfelf well, faith the pro- 
verb, and thou foalt govern the world. 
Lt evtll eafily be believed that, condu&- 
ing bimlelf fo wifely, and guided by the 
counsels of fo able a Minifer, the Vice- 
roy of Johor found no difficulty in go~ 
verning bis province. He re-eftablifb- 
ed the laws, which bad been almoft 


abolifbed during the adminiftration of 


his predeceffor. He ena&ed no new 
ones, except to explain and amend the 
old, and took care that they were all 
put in force. He did more, he corre@s- 
ed the manners of his people, or, rather 
reformed them by his example. His 
judicious improvements were extended te 
every part of the government. The ad- 
minifiration of jufitce, the management 
of the finances, agriculture, commerce, 
and the arts, were animated with new 
life: in every thing good order was 
ehablifbed, and every thing profpered. 

No otbing was thought of “but peaceas 
bly to enjoy the public bappinefs, when 
Qn army of barbarian S, from the penin- 
Jula of of ‘Malacca, Jud lenly made an in- 
curfion into the province, and marked 
their progre/s by ravage and defola- 
tion. 

Ait this news Barkout and his Mini- 
Rer colleGed the Sew troops left them by 
the King ; and, joining the volunteers, 
wha offered them/felvesin great numbers, 
bravely marched ta mest the enemy. 
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As the Wicersy Aner but Little of 
fais, be left to Mani and bis general 
officers, the care of chafing an advan- 


tazeous poft, and drawing up the army . 


én order of battle ; as for bimjelf after 
having run through the ranks and ani- 
mated his foldiers by his warlike cries, 
be pui himfelf at the head of his guards, 
and, without any other armour than a 
collar ‘fet thick with feel points, charg- 
ed the enemy with an intrcpidity more 
than human. The Malays were put to 
Fight, cr cut to pieces, but the brave 
Barkout did not long ‘arvive bis viGo- 
vy 5 be lofi bis life. 2 poifoned arrow, 
with which be us wounded while 
purfuing the fugitives. 

I foall nat attempt to deferibe the re- 
gret and defpair of the whale province : 
a judgment may be formed of it from the 
difeourfe of the deputies, wbo came in 
deep mourning to notify to the Kiug this 
piclancholy event. 

Great monarch, faid Mam, who was 
at the head of the deputation, we have 
been deprived by death of that incfima- 
AP gift for which we -were indcbied to 
your poodne/s, the Prince Barkout, our 
Viceroy, our father, I had almof} faid 
jour other jelf. Be united with the 
probity of the moft virtuous private per- 
jon, all the underflanding and abil:ties 
of ai fatefman; and accompanied the 
manners 
avith fentiments and a&ions truly heroic: 
He bas repaired, in your province, Fa- 
bor, the evil of which he himself was 
not the occafiox, and has been the author 
of good, which feemed to have been ren- 
dered impoffible. He lived only for the 
publich jervite, andat lafi died in battle, 
combating for our preservation and your 
glory. Alas! your faithful province 
has but too much reafon to weep at fo 
affedting a tofs. How much greater 
muft be our affliétion if, while we 
mourn the virtuous Barkout, we fhould 
be forced to lament the pride, extortion, 


rapine, and cruelty of his fuccefor. @ 
King of the White Elephant, you have 


yourself faid, we deferve not to be gas 


wvermed by one of your Mandarins, 
Deign, therefore, to command that we 
always be ruled by a dog ; we perbaps 
dejerve it, and, if we may be allowed 
toconfels the truth, «we lbould prefer 
juch an adminifiration. 

Shaon-Malon -tock great care not te 
grant a requefi the confequences of which 
appeared to him fo dangerous. He fear 
ed leaft bis people, contracting too great 
an affection for gquadrupeds, should 
never more be brought to fubmit to his 
Mandarins, nor perhaps to bimfelf, and 
that bis own crown might at length be 
transferred tothe White Elephant. 

He therefore anfurered, with an af- 
fected kindnels, that be would beflow on 
his province of ‘Fobar much more thar 
it had lft, by appointing the Mandarin 
Miracha, his principal counfellor, and 
the moff fablime genius of the Indies, its 
Governor. He, yoreover, decreed that 
Mani, who appeared to have given 
fach fatisfa&iton, foould retain, under 
Miracha, the fame important poft he 
had occupied under Barkout. 

But what avere the confequences of 
this policy? The admirable Miracha 
was aprefump!uous brute, who wifbed 
to excel Barkout, and refused to be ads 
wifedby Mani. He committed number- 
lefs abjurdities, though all his efforts te 
efface the memory of his predecefjor, only 
rendered the hame of Barkout more dear 
and more véfpeabk. 

Lhe Siamefe account, in which the 
hiflory of Barkout 1s preferved, finifoas 
with this fagular refleBion. Next tt 
fuch a prince as cur augufi Emperor, 
awho is willingand able to manage, hime 
Jelf, the affairs of bis goveramont, the 
moft aclrable is a Monarch of indiffe 
rent abilities, whe will conjent to be 
direGted by an able and well-intemi- 
omed Minifler, 4 
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Mr. Printer, 


BS 6 -§ A: YB; 


If you think the following extra& from the Britifh Annual Regifter, worth 


publifhing i in your ufe Ful Mifcellany, jou will pleafe to infert it—and thereby oblige 
O. £. 


your conflant reader, 


E 


On the Marriage of the Hon. Mis Ecvizanetu Sackvitve to Co/. Herpert; 
By R. Cumpertanp, Ef. 


E folemn pedagogues, who teach 
A language by cight parts of 
{peechy 
And with the arm of fleth drive down, 
By force of birch,your noun pronoun ; 
Can any of you all impart 
A rule to conjugate the heart. 
To thew its prefent, perfect, future, 
ts active, pallive, and its neuter ? 
Grammarians, did you ever try 
To conftrue and expound the eye? 
And, from the lyntax of the face, 
Decline its gender, and its cafe ? 
What faid the nuptial tear that fell 
From fair Bliza—can you tell ? 
And.yet it {poke upon her cheek 
_ As eloquent as tear could {peak ; 
Not audibly, by word of mouth 
As Prifcian would, or Bith op Lewth ; 
Not fyllables by Dyche eer {pelt. 
Not language heard,but language tel : 
** Here, at God’s Altar as | ftand, 
To plight my faith and yield my hand, 
With taialtering tongue whillt I pro- 
claim 
The ceffion of my virgin name 
Wihilft in my ears is read at large 


TheSPORTSMAN: 


ARK ; the loud-tuning horn bids the fport{man prepare, 


he rubrick’s ftern unfoften’d charge, 
Spare me,” the filent pleader cries, 
‘© O {pare me, ye furrounding eyes ? 
Surrounded by a blaze of li ght, 
While here I pals in iledin fight, 
Or knecling | by a fathers fide, 
Renounce the daughter for the bride 
Ye fitters, eo my foul fo dear, 
Say, can I check the rifing tear ? 
When at this awful hour I calt, 
My memory back om time that’s paft; 
Ungrateful were I to forbear 
This tribute of a fathe:’s care; 
For all he fuffer’d, all he taught, 
Is there not due iome tender thought ? 
And may not one fond prayer be giv- 

en 

To a dear faint whorefts in heaven ? 
And you to whom | now betroth, 
In fight of heav’n, my nuptial oath ; 
Who to nobility of birth 
Truc honour join, and native worth, 
If my recording bofom draws 
One figh, mifconftrue not the caufe; 
Truft me, though weeping, I rejoice, 
And, oluthing, glory in my choice.” 


A Sonnet, 


a 


And the hounds wooe him forth to the lawn ; 
The huntiman procisios that the morning is fair, 
And Aurora with red ftreaks the dawn. 
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With pleafure he hearkens the heart-foothing chears 
Shakes Morpheus and flumber away ; 

While joyful he ftarts, and with fpeed doth appear 
The foremoftto welcome the day. 


With the horn’s jolly clangour he quickens the chafe ; 
And fills all the vale with his jovs : 
While his pleafure, full glowing, enlivens his faces 
And the hounds in full concert rejoice. 


‘From the fportfman, ye drones, you may learn how to live, 
' Exempted from pain or difeafe ; 
He’ll fhew, that the, fields and the meadows will givé 
That health which you barter for cafe. 2 


'Versss fpoken bya young Gentleman Say,Wherefore didjft thou blufb Pus 
on hi: changing conntenance wher Then bluth again. 
derided by a profligate companion, 
Jor bis ferious turn of mind, To Amanna, upon ber fayingthat there 
stad § is nothing in this life worth living 
J¥ELT thou, my foul! defert for. 
“Religion’s Caufe ? 7 : 
“Or change thy virtue for the world’s HE wretch, who groans in Tare 
_ _* applaufe? | kif) chains, 
Exert thy reafon ! banifh thoughts fo May hold this doétrine true ; 
| -yain !. A diffrent do€trine he maintains, 
Who hopes to live with you. 


Mr. Freeman, 
_* Pa looking over an old book, I cante acrofs the follewing Epitaphs which wert 
ewvrote prior to theyear 1600. Df you think their antiquity entitles them to a plat 
in your Repofitory, you may infert them.—Should they afford any of your readers 
entertainment I'foall be encouraged to continue my refearches and furnifh you with 
Some more from the fame book. 

Ty ae A Lover of Antiquity. . 


E PIT APH ox Wm. COL §. 
EADER, behold the pious pattern here, 


Of true devotion, and of holy fear, 
He fought God’s glory, and the Church’s good, 
-Idle Idol-worfhtp firmly he withftcod. 
Yet died in peace, whole body here doth lye 
In expectation of eternity. 
And when the laticr trump of heaven fhall blow 
Cele now raked up in afhes, then ‘hall glow. 
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Or THOMAS NUCE, 


ERE who lyes if you enquere, 
’Tis Thomas Nuce his fepulchere, 

Vicar of this parith late, 

Whole Soule enjoys a happy ftate, 
Andin fullnefs fhall of tyme, 

Reaflume this earthly lyme ; 
By his fide now as in life, 

Lves the body of his wife, 
Ann who in a number even, 

Five fons brought him, daughters feven. 
To the world they lyving dyde 

So dying lyving they abide 


Qn a C HILL D. 


ERE lyes a babe, that only cry’d 
In Babtifm to be watfh’dfrom fin, and dy’d. 


Ox a MIDWIFE 
BRE. lyeth a Midwife brought to bed, 
F 


Deliverefs, delivered ; 
r body being churched hetg 
Her foul gives thanks in yonder fphere. 


EPIGRAM ox « CREDITOR, 


Y money, Sir, I want do fix a day, 

, For payment promis’d—tho’ you never pay-——. 
Let it he dooms-day—take a longer fcope-—— 
Pay when you're honeit—at leait give fome hope. 





For the BOSTON MAGAZINE; 
A R E B U S.. 


e HE name of an Ifland that’s famous for wine. 
“* And a fruit that’s pleafant contain’d ina rind. 
“ The perfon who firit over woman prevail’d, 
** And the matron who firit in her duty that tail’d, 
“ The vileit of reptiles that ever was feen, 
“ And that which often concealed has been. 
“ The feafon of life belt fitted for love, 
* For connexions then made mott durable prove. 
“ The initials of thefe if you pleafe to parade, 
* Exprefs the beft quality in a fair Maid.” 
Boflon, September 1780. 
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428 Proceedings of the General Court. 


BOSTON, O€ober 14, 1786. 


Proceedings of the General Court, con- 
wened by Proclamation, on Wednefday 
the 27th of September, 1786. 


HE occafion on which the Le- 
giflature were convened in their 
prefent feflion, was one of the moft fe- 
rious that can arife in focicty, that of a 
violent obftruélion to the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice. The public well know, 
that the fuppofed caufes of this -evil 
have been frequently reprefented to 
government under the name of grie- 
vances, equally various in their nature 
and difficult in their remedy. To 
reftore quiet to the community, and 
to relieve thefe grievances,{o far as they 
are under the controul of laws, feems 
therefore to have been the duty and 
the inclination of the General Court. 
Early in the feffion the Governour’s 
fpeech, which contained an accurate 
fatement of the tumults which had 
then taken place, was put in com- 
mitment. A petition from the town 
of Dracut, backed by feveral others 
upon the iubject of public grievances, 
was alfo noticed in the fame manner. 
"The petitions of various conventions, 
of a like tenor, have been read, but 
the authority of thofe afiemblies ap- 
earing, in fome initances, to have 
en limited merely to the framing 
of a petition, fubje& afterwards to 
the reviial of their towns, and their 
yeprefentation of the fenfe of fome 
towns which were included in their 
addreffes, being alfo qvettioned, their 
petitions have been {pecially commit- 
ted on thefe points. 

The report of the Committee on 
the Governour’s fpeech, confilled of 
refolves exprefling an abhorrence of 
the riotous meaiures adopted in feve- 
ral counties, approving of the Gover- 
nour’s conduét, promifing pay to the 
miiuitia who were called into ferviee, 


and providing for ‘the fufpending of 
the writ of Habeas Corpus. A liit of 
bufineis neceflary to be a¢ted upon, 
was alfo reported. To thele refalves 
the Senate affented ; and the Houfe 
unanimoufly concurred, excepting as 
to the laft article, which oecafioned 
feveral very ferious debates. ‘Ihe-re- 
fult was, that the fubjeét of fu/pend. 
ing the writ of Habeas Corpus, has 
been recommitted, with direétions ta 
report a fyitem for fupporting the 
vigour of government. 

From a confideration of the prefent 
burthens of the people, the Court 
agreed, the rth inftant, to refer the 
confideration of the laft requifition of 
Congrefs to their next feflion. ‘They 
have alfo requeited the Governour to, 
make application to Congrefs to pott- 
pone the payment’ of the prefent tax 
payable in facilities, alledging for a 
reafon, that the loan-officer is unable 
to iflue certificates to the inhabitants 
of this Commonwealth, in fufficient 
quantities, within the time limited 
for the payment of the tax. 

The fcarcity of money,which (how- 
ever improperly confidered as a grie- 
vance) has really been produétive of 
much difficulty, gave rife to an at for 
eftablifhing a mint within this Com- 
monwealth, tor the coinage of gold, 
filver and copper, conformably to the 
relolve of Congre{s upon this tubject. 

Nearly every article which has been 
the objet of ular clamour, has 
been attended to, either by the whole 
Houle or by Committees. The fubd- 
ject of the Probate Courts has been 
taken up in the former manner. A 
propofition was made to eftablifh a 
Probate Court and a Regifter’s office 
in every town, but after two debates 
upon the queltion, the expediency of 
this propoial could not be evidenced. 

The Houle have had before them 
feveral times, a report of a Committee 
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appointed the laf {eflion, to confider 
of a mode of paying the principal and 
intereft of the public debt. ‘This re- 
port raifed many of the impoft and 
excife duties alseady laid, and pro- 
proied feveral new objeéts for taxa- 
tion. In fhort, fo extenfive were the 
principles of it, that the Houle pro- 
eeeded for fome time with a defign of 
raifing the whole revenue of govern- 
ment in this manner, which would 
entirely fupercede all taxes upon polis 
and eftates, as now in ufe. But many 
difficulties arifing, efpecially in the 
equitable adjuftment of the tax upon 
houfes, it was at length voted, that it 
would not be expedient to raile all 
the fupplies of government in this 
mode, and the report has been com- 
mitted for incorporating it into 
mipoft and excile laws. 

The fale of the Eaftern lands, being 
eonfidered as an object of great conie- 
quence in finking the public debt, a 
Committee has been raifed upon that 
{ubj eet, and a plan is now before the 
Houfe for rebate Ae: a number of 
townfhips, and for felling them at 
public aution in 323 next, if not 
previoufly ayers of by the Com- 
mittee on thi ulinel 

A law martial 1s aif, un “ 
derition, providing 
gulati n oi (roop: 5 iat tloned 1 n = +e 
and garrifons within this Common- 
wealth, and of the militia or any part 
thereof,when called into actual fervice. 

17. This day a Committee app 
ed to examine into the 
civil officers of go ernment made a re- 
port, a fketch of which we herewith 
@xilo1t, 
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falary, 
any perquilttes, 

Lieut. Governour, no lalary 


bete re the 


Governour’s prefent 
Without 1100 


revolution 


S oaieiiiend 
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perquilites to be 

Lieut. Governour’s preient 
perg itfites (he having no 
falarv, luppoled to amount 
to the lame, 

Judges of the Superior apr. 
before che 
Chief Jultice, 300 

The cther tourJuttices, each, 

And fees ot otiice more than 
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revoluth: Jn, 


- 
‘qual to thei avelling 
equal to their travelling 
vVvYrmewnrf v= 1 -_ ' 
expences, befides being al- 
lowed to hold o.her othces, 


The prelent 
Chicf Juitice, 
The other four, each 
No emolument allowed ; all 

fees taken being deducted 
ut or the 


rr; " ; 
Treafurer ectiore the revoiu- 


Judges allowance. 
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tion, and allowed to hold 
other ofhice . &c. 
Preient ] rcaiurer, 
DB of sloved 
His Wihoie Tibie empioye . 
Secretary : before the revolution, 





and his ices, iuppoica tO Oe 209 
349 
The prefent Secretary, 25° 
Fees of office deducted out 
of his falary, 
Agents, betore the revolution, 
each, 4°oe 


Members of Congrefs, 26s. per 


day, mange all charges, 

Officers of Harvard-Collese. 
Prefident, before the revolution, 208 
Hollitan Proictior, 100 
; — r of Mathematicks, Tole, 


re og 
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I CK Protefior, 

with additional grants. 

The prefent officers the fame. 
Cle rk ot the Houte of Repre- 
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And pay as a Member 

Prefent Clerk, 

The feveral feffions taking up 
muck more time. 

Collector of Impott and Excife 
for the county of Suffolk, 
acknowledges receiving, 
from June 1, 1785, to May 
31, 1786, £507 tal 

Out of which he pays two 
Deputies, at £120 

Leaves him, 

Fees for taking Bonds, at 1s. 
each, fet againit the expence 
of office, printing, paper, 
books, wood, coal, &c. 

NavalOfiicer for the county of Suffolk. 

Whole amount, of annual 


120 


24000 











fees, £.680 19 5 
7-t2ths paid intothe trea- 

fury, 397 48 

283 14 9 

Deduét abfolute expences, 198 8 8 

Remains , 85 61 

Deduct rent. 40 00 

Leaves for his fupport, 45 61 


Befides the above-mentioned, the 
report contained acalculation of the 
incomes of feveral other officers, but 


the materials not being compleat pre- 


vented that certainty which has been 
obtained as to thofe who are paid out 
ef the public Treafury. 

This report brought on a queftion, 
whether it was confiftent with the 
conititution to diminifh the Gover- 
nour’s falary ? but the time not ad- 
mitting of a full difcuffion of it, a 
reference took place. 

18. This day the Committee ap- 
pointed to con fider of the diitreffes to 
which many of the inhabitants of this 
Commonwealth are fubjeéted in dif. 
charging executions for private debts, 
@n account of the fearcity of a circu- 
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lating medium, fubmitted the follow- 
ing queition to the Court, viz. Whe. 
ther a tender aéct, or an att fulpend- 
ing the operation of law, reipecting 
the recovery of debts, and levying of 
executions, will not be inconfiltens 
with the conititution of this-Common- 
wealth, and militate with the cenfe- 
deration, and treaty of peace, unlefs 
the debts due to Britifh creditors be 
excepted ? The queftion, fo far as it 
refpects the confederation and treaty 
of peace was put in Senate, where it. 
was determined that a tender act, or 
fufpenfion of law as aforefaid, would 
be inconfiitent with both. But the 
gueltion being put in the Houie,whe- 
ther they concurred with the Hon. 
Senate, in their decifion of this quef- 
tion, it pafféd in the negative by a large 
majority. Leave was then given to 
bring in a tender-act, which being 
laid on the table, was read and com- 
mitted. 


19. This day came on before the 
Houte, the conititutional queftion, 
Whether the Governour’s falary could 
be reduced, confiltent with the con- 
ftitution ? For the better underitand- 
ing of.fome obfervations made in the 
debates, we infert the article in the 
frame of government, relative to this 
point. 

Cuap. II.—Sec. L—Arr, XIII. 

“© As the publick good requires that 
‘“* the Gavernour /hould not be under the 
* undue infiuence of any of the members 
“ of the General Court, by a dependance 
“on them fer bis fuppert—that be 
“ thould in all cafes, a with freedom 
“ for the benefit of the publich—that 
“ be foould not have his attention ne- 
‘ cefjarily diverted from that object te 
© bis private concerns—and that be 
“© /bould maintain the dignity of the 
“ Commonwealth in the charadter of its 
 ghief magifiratemmit is neccesary that 











‘} 


. take place in the circumitances of 
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« he foould have an honourable fated 
“‘ falary, of a fixed and parmanent va: 
“‘ Lue, amply fufficient for thofe purpofes, 
“ and efiablilbed by 


flanding laws: 
a¢ 


“the General Court, after the com- 
“© mencement of this Conflitution, to 
6 efablilb fuch falary ity law accord- 
“ sngly.” 

Thoie who were in the affirmative 
of the queftion held, that a falary was 
fated, antl of a fixed and permanent 
value, if it was granted at any time, 
previous to the Governour’s eledtion ; 
and that, as a Governour could exif 
only for one year, however frequently 
the fame man might be chofen into 
office, it could not bring the Gover- 


nour under the “un due i in fluenc é of ary y of 


the members of the General Court, by a 
dependance on them for bis Jupp rt, if 
this grant was made annually tor the 
future Magiftrate. For, it could be 
no concern of the Gor ernour for the 
time being, what allowance was to be 
mace to his fuccefior, fince his own 
falary could not be alfe¢ted. Befides, 
there was fomething exceedingly ab- 
furd in duppofing, that a juit fum 
could be fixed upon, which fhould 
¢ontinue fo many years, through ail 
the poflible variations which might 
people. Orher gentlemen thought, 
that this conftruction of the articie 
was overfet, by the claufe which pro- 
vides that it dall be among the frfi ads 
of the General Court, after ihe com- 
mencement of this conflitation, to efla- 
blifh juch falary by law accordingly. 
If the framers of the conftitution had 
defigned, that the falary fhould have 
been altered, would they not have 
Jaid, “* that it fhould be among the 
firft aéts of each General Court, an- 
nually, to. eftablith, &c.”? They 
thought this only an ingenious evafion 
ef the common force of terms, and 


and it fhall be among the firft aéis of 


J 


the effeét would inevitably be, 
make the Governour dependant on 
the General Court. For, though no 
Chief Magiftrate had a right to anti- 
cipate his re-election, yet he mutt feel 
intereited in the future re{peétability 
of the ftation which he held, and tor 
which he muft fland, at leat, as fair 
a candidate another year, as any other 
man. The oe ng finifhed, 
the veas and nays were Calied for, 
and there appe area to be, yeas 76, 
nays. 47. 

The Houle took up the fee bill 


~? 


Up on am this fubject, we can fay nothin 


- 


C9 


more, than that the fees are propofe 
to be meal from one quarter to 
one third part of the former allow- 
ance. 

On the fame day came on the bill, 
for making real and perional ettate a 
tender in difcharge of executions. 
Among the obje Bions to this bill was 
adduced the 4th article of the treaty 
of peace, whi ch p rovides ° that the creé- 
aditors on either kde, i) all méel WwW uth R29 
laxy ful “impedim mt to the recowery 2 
the full value, in fterling money of ef 
bona fide debts ber: By contrafled, 
It was alledged that unleis fuch debss 
were excepted from the bill, it wonld 
be a breach of the treaty, fince the pro- 
perty included in the tender, was 
very different from ‘* fterling money.” 
It was alio thought to be a breach of 
the treaty in anesher way, as it allowe 
ed a tender of real eftate to be made 
to Britifh fubjects, who were aliens, 
and therefore {uppofed to be incapa- 
ble of holding it. And if they were 
cap sable of holding real eftate by law, 
it would be wretched policy to throw 
the lands into the hands of foreign 
fubjeéts, who owed no permanent 
allegiance to our government. Theie 
objections, however, with others that 
have been made ais. cay, to a ten- 


| 
’ 


der act, were over-ruled by the Houle, 
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and a time was ailigned for a fecond 
reading ¢ of the bill. 

Atrer the difcuMion of the bill for 
making real and perfonal eitate a ten- 
der, a bill was gers wy providing 
for the: payment of back taxes due 
previous to the vear 1784, in {peci- 
Eck articles. ‘Tine defign of this mea- 
jure ts to relteve the pans under the 
preient icarcity of c uh. We need 
not hat fo valuable a’ plan 


me -h tne approbation of all par- 
ties, and a time was afiigned, syria 
eprefition, tora third reading of the 
2r. The renort of 2 Committee ap- 
-_ LE a = r a 
echer Court ; in 
: a Se i Je 21° 
Bist ik ¢ e attention 
ot the Houte ¢ morning. This 
rerort propofed, that the origi- 
pal proc L etvil cautes, fhould 
ecutmenc efore a Juitice of the 
Peace. anc in ca’es of defaulr, execu- 


> re Se . —— eS ee ] 
fon ode ds ed & et iniue Wi iVUu bN\ei tha cr aeé- 
hay = that where th pa. ties ar peared, 
2 referenc te fhould be always allowed, 
2 Serge A Trould 
andr ERe Imnwvence of 1é ju! tice nouid 
be wied to induce it: but if this could 


eT. alt. "__— Oe = 

Bot be etre Os ine cCauiécé eae yu, ag tne 

be carricad to the Supreme Judicial 
* 


Court for tria 


The report was not accepted by 
’ 4 
he Senate, who re-committed it, 


with inttruétions to report proper re- 
gulations to be introduced into the 
Courts of Common Pleas. 7 ‘he ar- 
guments uled in the Hos ife on this oc- 
eahion, were fach, as on the one ‘ied, 
were drawn irom the uncalineis of the 
people, ana on the Bore trom the 
inconvenience of 

in ftitations , and of olifhing what 
wanted only to be reformed. The 
Houle finally agreed toa re-commit- 
ment, and included the Courts of 
General Scfions of the Peace in the 


anging wwdi tal 
Nan gy ‘5 j4u Cla 
ad 


commiflion. 
the Senate. 

- This day an order paffed ap- 
pointing a Committee of both Houles, 
to wait on the Governour, to inform 
him, that information having been 
given, that there was a degree of pro- 
bability, that fome attempts might be 
made to prevent the fitting of the Su. 
preme Judictal Court in ‘Taunton on 
the next Tuelday, although the Le- 
giflature entertained full confidence 
that his Excellency would exercife 
that authority on this oceafion » with 
which the conititution had vefted him, 
yet that they could not forbear ex- 
preffing their defire, that he would 
iinmediately give the moft ferious ate 
tention to the iubject. 

. His Excellency fent a meflage 
to both Ho ules, acquainting them of 
his proceedings upon this fubjed, 
which gave rife to another Committee 
of both Houtes, who were initruéted 
to thank his Excellency for the intel- 
ligence he had been pleated to com- 
municate to the Conrt, re{pecting the 
meaiures he had taken to fupport the 
Supreme Judicial Court, at their feffi- 
on in the county of Briftol ; and te 
affure liis Excellency, that the Gene- 
ral Court, in the earlieft part of their 
eflion, did bear their faithful teftimo- 
ny againit the late outrageous pro- 
ceedings in feveral counties within 
this Commonwealth; and did ex- 
prefs their high fatistaction, in the 
meafures which his Excellency had 
takeu to fupprefs the fame, and their 
firm refolution to fupport the confti- 
tutional authority of the government, 
and at the fame time to euquire into 
and redreis all real grievances; and 
did alfo refolve, that compenfation 
fhould be made to fuch ofiicers and 
foldiers, of the militia, as appeared in 
puriuance of his Excellericy’s order 
tor the purpofe above mentioned, and 


This was acceded to by 








that like compenfation fhould be made 
for fuch of the faid officers and foldi- 
ers, as might hereafter be called forth 
upon fimilar occafions.. And the faid 
Committee were further inftruéted to 
afiure his Excellency, that the Gene- 
ral Court would always, on fuch and 
other occafions, afford the Supreme 
Iexecutive, all. that aid, which fhould 
be incumbent on them, in their own 
department, fully confiding, that his 
Excellency would itill perievere in 
the exercile of uch powers, as were 
velted in him, by our excellent con- 


ititution, for enforcing due obedience: 


to the authority and laws of govern- 
ment, and for preventing any attempts 
to interrupt the adminiltration of law 
and jultice for the future, upon which 
the peace and fafety of the Common- 
wealth, in the opinion of the Court, 
immediately depended. And the 
Committee were further inftructed to 
acquaint his Excellency, that tt was 
the earneft defire of theGeneralCourt, 
that immediate meafures might be 
taken for the fupport of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, to be holden by law 
within the county of Middlelex, the 
enfuing weck. 

24. The bill providing for the 
payment of back taxes in {pecifick ar- 
ticles, paffed the Houle to be engrofl- 
ed. 

The bill for making real and per- 
fonal eltate a tender, alfo came before 
them for the fecond reading. In ad- 
dition to the objections made to this 
bill on Friday lait, it was faid to be 
unconititutional, as it was an exercife 
of judicial power by the legiflature, 
fince it determined what fhould bea 
fulfilment of private contracts. It 
was conceded, that the Legiflature 
were velted with a power to {jufpend 
the operation of law for a limited 
time, and the accepting of a certain 
kind of {atistaétion, might confiitent- 
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ly be madé a condition of a creditor’s 
being admitted to his provels >; butin 
any other view the bill would be un- 
conftitutional. Upon the queition bee 
ing taken, the Houle vored the bill ta 
be confiftent neither with the confi. 
tution, nor the treaty of peace. It was 
then recommitted, to be made con. 
formable to them. 

A Committee of both Houfes 
were appointed to confider the cxpe- 
diency of pafing a Riot-Aé&, and 
what further meatures are fT. 
for the fupport of the 
government ; and if they jud 


ceflary, to report fuch meafures ag 
fhail appear to them expedient. 

26. The | for making real and 
perfonai eftate a tender, came before 
the tay in a new form. It now 
fut pend led the laws for the recovery of 
private debts for twelve months, unlefs 


in cafes where monies h 
ed by agents, attornies, &c. 
however, f t the creditor thould choofe 
to take real and perional eftate at an 
appraifement in latisfaction of his ¢d 
mand, he fhould | 
proceis as ufual. 

der of mo 


oro ry >. 
vide 


dee 
b to his 
lt, in caic of 2 ten- 
re reai eitate than thould 


nt va 
fuff “ac 1eT LO 


fhould be fet off as the deb 
direét, then no time of redemption 
fhould be allowed, but if 
be fet off at the option of the creditor, 
then a ong redemption, a3 at preient, 
fhould be given the deotor. It was 
trongly urged that two clautes { fhould 
be introduced into the bill. The one 
that the beneht of the aét 

ded to any perion 
indebted by an obligation on iatereft, 
untlels the lait yea: nuld be 
paid. The other, inferting a provifion 
for guarding agatait a breach of the 
treaty, in the words of the article tor 
the recovery of bona hde debts in tkerl- 
ing money. Both theie ameadmentisy 
CEs 


~ a ‘ 
1atisly she 


pros id i iy 4 


{fhould not be exten 


lig ’ 
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however, were rejeéted, and the bill” 


was fent up to the Eign. Senate for 
their concurrence. 

A fecond report upon the fubject of 
amore expeditious mode of recovering 
debts, and of reforming the Courts of 
Common Pleas, alfo came before the 
Houle. ‘The plan was, to commence 
all actions with a Juttice, as before 
propofed ; but, in cafe of an appear- 
ance, to carry the attion before the 
Courts of Common Pleas. This Court 
however,were not to fit the ufual num- 
ber of terms, and the Court of Seffions 
were to have but one fitting in a year. 
4 order to take away the idea of gain- 

ing time by making, or pretending a 
detence before the Juftice, it was pro- 
vided that his execution fhoald not 
iffue undergo days, and fhould be 
returnable at the expiration of the fame 
period. Both Houfes joined in ap- 
pointing a Committee to bring ina 
bill upon the principles of this report. 

27. The fyitem of Impoit and Exciie 
being complicated, from the number 
of laws which have pailed upon that 
ss and a revifion being neceflary 

other accounts, the Houte pro- 
mel tothe firit reading-of a bill tor 
raifing a publick revenue by Impott ; 
and of a bill for raifing a publick re- 
-venue by Excife. ‘The riot act was 
alfo agreed to on this day. 

28. With refpect.to an IndianWar, 
His Excellency communicated to both 
Houies, a reiolve of Congreis, pro- 
viding that the troops in the fervice of 
the United States fhould be augmented 
tothe number of 2040. The additional 
troops to confiit of 13.40 non-coinmil- 
fioned officers and foldiers, to be railed 


by feveral States, as tollows, viz. 
New-Hampjbire, 260 ae 
Maffachujfetts, 660 ae e 1. 
Rhode- land, jo SETS 
Gonnedticut, 180 y» ; 


‘ 


State, w 
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Virginia and Maryland, each 6e 
cavalry, making 12@ 
1340 

By a letter from the Secretary at 
War, the proportion of commiflioned 
oflicers for the men to be raifed in this 
will be as follows : 

Infantry ,» One Lieut. Col. Com- 

mandant, 
hree Majors, 
Nine Captains, 
Nine Lieutenants, 
Nine Enfigns, 
One Surgeon, 
Three Surgeon’s Mates. 
Artillery, Two Captains, 
- Four Lieutenants. 

30. The General Court came to a 
refolution providing for raifing the 
troops above-mentioned, agrecably to 
the refalve of Congrefs. 

31. This evening came before the 
Houle, a report of the Committee ap- 
pointed to prepare an addrefs to the 
people. Jn this addrefs, an account of 
montes received by the various taxes, 
duties, &c. &ince the year 1780, is fully 
ftated, and a fatisia¢tory account of 
expenditures is given. ‘The account 
of monies received, is as follows : 
Amount of taxes fince 

1780, £-1,407,895 12 10 
Abacements to feveral 

towns on thofe taxes, 

£111,226 25. 1d— 

S:il] due upon thofe taxes 

£279,437 4. 14d. 390,633 3 2 
Reéceived into the trea- 

fury upon the above- 

mentioned taxes, 1,017,232 9 7{ 
The emoent of im 

134,378 © 4 


and excife, 
Amount of t per cent. 

duty on Auttioncers, 4,196 © 7% 
The amount of what 

has been received for 
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abfentees eftates fold, 25,283 15 11} 
Rec'd of naval-officers, 2,715 14 2 
Anticipated on the {e- 

veral taxes, and on 

the impoft & excile, 
by the Treaiurer’s 
orders, 
Rec’d of fundry Agents, 
Commifflary-General, 
&c. &e. 


73,481 4.0 


44,090 16 5 





£.1,326,378 12 12 


Much reafoning is ufed againft a 
prev alent notion of difcharging the 
- fecurities, at adepreciated value. 
If, fay the Committee, the fecurities 
fhould be reduced by law, to five fhil- 
lings on the pound, they would initant- 
ly fall in their current value, to one 
shilling, there would then be the fame 
realon for reducing them to that fum, 
and from thence to nothing. It is 
faid to be unreafonable to compel the 
man, who has \=cn obliged to fell -his 
fecurities at alow rate, to redeem them 
at the nominal value : this. obfervation 
is made with an ill grace, when every 
man, who has fold his notes, can pur- 
chafe them again at a lower rate than 
he fold them. A comparative view 
of the falaries of the prefent civil offi- 
cers of government with thole before 
the revolution, is critically ftated, and 
the reputation of our worthy Chief 
Magiftrate, and of the members of the 
Court, is vindicated, by fhewing that 
his Excellency has received only 
£.15 1 3§¢ more than two quarters 
of his falary fince he has been in office, 
the amount of all which has not been 
fufficient to difcharge his taxes, and 
that there is not a member of the Ge- 
neral Court, who has received a farthe 
ing for his fervice from the Treafurer 
the prefent year. TheCommittee pro- 
Ceed to itate, that thé expence of the 
prelent government, 





including the 


Houfe of Reprefentatives,. for five 


years palt, does not exceed eighteen- 


thouland one hunded and nine pounds 
by the year. As there are in the State 
more than 94,000 polls, if the whole 
{um was p-id by the polls, each poll 
mutt pay three fhillings and ten pence 
but as about two thirds of the taxes 
are paid by eftates, the tax upon a poll, 
according to the prefent mode of af 
feffment, would be lefs than fixteen 
pence. That it has been alledged that 
the falaries given to the officers of go- 
vernment are a great burthen. But 
the falaries of the Governour, Secre- 
tary, Treafurer, Judges, and Come 
miflary, amount to £.3625. If this 
fum was.wholly paid by the polls, the 
tax would be no more than nine pence 
half-penny upora poll: it muft there- 
fore be apparent, toevery reafonable 
man, that the large taxes which we 
have paid, have not been applied to 
the {uppost of civil government. The 
Committee adduce the inftance of the 
new-emiflion money, wherein the 
faith, both of the Continent, and State, 
were pledged for a redemption, againft 
the probability of our fupporting the 
credit of a paper medium at this time. 
‘There is not, fay they, we prefume, 2 
man in the State, who fuppofes, that 
if we emitted a paper currency, it 
would not depreciate, and if it depre- 
ciates, it will pais at different rates, in 
different places, and to different per- 
fons, at the fame time ; it will there- 
fore produce the fame effect as divers 
weights and divers meafures, which 
we are aflured, are an abomination. 
Ifa paper medium could be carried 
into circulation, the folid coin would 
be exported,:the morals of the people 
would become more depraved, defign- 
ing men would pra¢tice innumerable 
frauds, and if it fhould ever afterwards 
be redeemed, it would plunge the 
State in deeper. diftrefs. If it should 
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not be redeemed, it would caufe the 
ruin of many individuals and brand 
the State with infamy. And upon 
whom would the ruin fall ? Not upon 
the artful and unprincipled, they 
would gain by the fraad ; not upon the 
prudent and diicerning, they would be 
guarded againft it ; but the lols would 
chiefly happen to the widow and the 
orphan, the fimple and unwary, the 
moft innocent and defencelefs part of 
the community ; that part whole in- 
terefts, the Legiflature ought to defend 
with peculiar attention. ‘The Com- 
mittce propofe, that government fhould 
oblerve, that they have at this feflion, 
attended to all the petitions that have 
been prefented, and all the complaints 
that have been made; and, {0 far as 
juttice will allow, they will comply 

ith the requelis in thofe petitions, 
and remove the grounds of thofe com- 
plaints. If they poffefs abilities and 
integrity equal to the other members 
of the community, the advantages they 
derive from the information collected 
from all parts of the State, and a public 
difcuflion of fubjeéts, render them 
more capable to judge of the fitnels 
of public meafures ; but if they are 
to have the favour of the people, and 
@ voice in the public counfels, only 
on condition of their eftablifhing ini- 
quity by laws, they are willing to lole 
the fhameful pre-eminence. 

31. The Houfe paffed the Impott 
and Excife Bills, and a bill for eftal- 
lifhing a Comptroller-General. ‘This 
Jatter office is defigned for a check 
upon the Naval-officers, and Colle€tors 
of impoit and excile throughout the 
State. A bill alfo received a firlt 
reading for calling in §4.4,000 dollars 
in public fecurities, by the fale 
of eaftern lands by lottery. The tickets 
are fet at 200 dollars each, and no 
blinks are admitted into the {cheme. 
The loweft clafs of prizes confiits of 





The Proceedings of the General Court. 


160 acres each. A plan fo favourable 
to the adventurer, and fo exceedingly 
beneficial to the Commonwealth, mutt 
meet the quickelt attention of the 
public. The time of drawing is limit- 
ed to next March. 

Nov. z. The Houfe paffed a re- 
folve, repealing the refolve for defer- 
ring the rendering of judgment in the 
Judicial Courts, for intereit accruing 
on Britifh debts, during the war. ‘This 
refolve pailed without oppofition or 
debate. 

The moft fuitable mode of appro- 
priating the proceeds ot the impott and 
excife duties, which have hitherto been 
applied to paying the intereft of the 
cenfolidated debt of the Common- 
wealth,was debated. Thofe who were 
for altering this appropriation ftated, 
that the law which originally pledged 
the duties for this ule, had ex ired g 
that the additional law was uals ex- 
prefsly fubjeé&t toa revifion, as well in 
re{pect to the appropriation, as in re 
{pect to all other parts of it; that this 
clafs of creditors theretore, had no ex- 
clufive claim upon the faith or juftice 
of the Commonwealth, but were 
thrown upon a level with the other 
creditorsof government. Indeed this 
was putting them in avery favourable 
point of view, as the preference hither- 
to given them in paying them interclt 
from the molt productive funds, feem- 
ed to make it jait that other claims 
fhould now be preterred to theirs. 
However, it was not defigned to leave 
their demands, without a provifion tor 
paying them,nor did gentlemen adopt 
a common opinion ct contolidating 
them by a fcale of depreciation. The 
only intention was, to change their 
fund from the revenue in quettion, to 
the dry tax, a fund not le!s certain, it 
lefs punctualy paid. The credit of 
government was as much the objett-of 
this fide of the Houfe as of the other. 








Proceedings of the General Court. 437 


This unhappily had funk at home, and 
all men here knew the poverty of the 
publick, but this faét had not been fo 
well afcertained in foreign countriés, 


where, if proper exertions were ufed, 


the nation might yet be made refpect- 
able. Money was indifpentibly ne- 
eeffary for this purpole, and it was to 
be obtained only from the revenue in 
debate. So much of it, therefore, as 
was necelfary to pay the intereft on 
the forcign debt ought to bea Appro- 
priated to that ule. ‘There were allo 
feveral other uics for which money 
was neceffary, fuch as the purchaling 
ef the fecurities reccivable in the con- 
tinental tax, which would create a 
faving to the Commonwealth, from 
the prefent depreciated {tate of thole 
fecurities, too great to be overlooked 
by the Houle. The civil lit too, 

were put in acontemptible and dif- 
trefled ficuation from the want of mo- 
ney Im the eer cheit, which it was 
the duty of the Legiflature to remedy. 
To all thele purpoles an adequate pro- 
portion of this revenue ought to be 
facredly applied. ‘The claims of the 
holders ot the contolidated 
unreaion ible even if 
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impoted, were 
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trom two and a half, to hive per cent. 
and arabs ticular articles were raiied in 
a greater proportion. It then, a pledge 
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had bee lita le, it coul not be lup- 


now, ‘The gener il duty was raife 


poled to have included al! future addi- 
tions; and this difference in the re- 
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venue mult be contids “<d as it tl 
poial of government, even upon this 
ground, The peopi¢ conil idered the 
preient appr priation as unjuft, and 
were cviuen tly uncaly that th cy {hi oul | 
be diitrefled to raife the m 
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the pu Irpoies mentioned vw} 


Heiguices Could we fyvud, and the in- 


tereft of the debt could be paid by di- 
rect taxation, as was the caie with the 
domeltick debt of the Un:ted States. 

To this ftatement it was replied, 
that whether the proceedings of go- 
vernment re!pecting the mode of ap- 
propriation, amounted to an abiolute 
pledge or not, they nad evidently 
Jed their creditors to place a confi- 
dence in this fund, which ought not 


vithout good reafon, to be difappoint-* 


ed. But quiting this argument, were 
not the holders of the confolidated 
notes intitled tothe appropriation up- 
on other grounds ? They were the 
oldeft creditors of government. Their 
monies in fome in{tances, were loaned 
before the war, and in others, were 
lent to relieve the feverelt diftreffes of 
the people. Did they not therefore 
claim the firft attention of the Legif- 
lature ? Were they not to be prefer- 
red to demands more recent, or not 


yet in exiltence ? The policy of efta- , 


blithing publick credit abroad by ne- 
glecting st at home, was inverting the 
order of things, and was predicated om 
falic principles. As the {fureft de- 
pendence ot every government muft 
be upon it’s own citizens, it rather 
behoved them to ftaad well at home, 
and then, in cafe of prefling demands 
from abroad, reiources could be found 
for diicharging them. The injuftice 
and inconvenience ariling from @ 
change of the appropriation, could be 
eafily made apparent. Widows and 
orphans ‘drew their daily fubfiflence 
from thi revenue, and to withhold 
its aflultance would be to throw them 
into infupportable poverty. Impor- 
ters and setailers had alfo poflefied 
themfelves of the fecurities to a fuffie 
cient amount to difcount their duties, 
by p y ment of intereft at the treafury ¢ 
and they ought not now to be obliged 
to advance thofe uties, and receive 
no intereit in return. This would 
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‘be to perplex and harrafs one clafs of 
publick creditors, for the convenience 
of another, and would make the im- 
poft and excife laws as unpopular and 
poflibly as unproductive, as fome gen- 
tlemen reprefented the cry tax to be. 
If gentlemen thought the tax upon 
polls and eftates was a iecure fund 
where was the neceility of the change 
contended for? Why did they not 
wle it for their own purpoles, and 
Jeave this revenue as it flood? It 
was evident that the productivenels 
of that tax was doubred, and therefore 
ae was ofered to the holders of the 
notes, and poflibly when it fhould be 
applied to an unpopular ule, it might 
never be psid at all. As to the un- 
eafinels of the people, it ought to be 
the part of government not to encreafe 
the number of the difaffe@ed, by de- 
ang injuftice to a clafs of men, whofe 
ailiitance had been experienced in 
their fayour. “ 

The prepofitions made for the divi- 
fion of, the impoft and excife duties, 
were various. But, after repeated 
queftions upon the fubject, it was 
agreed that a debt due to a company 
in France {about £. 16,000) fhould 
be firft paid, and the remainder appro- 
priated, one moiety to dilcharge the 
gnterehh due upon the confalidated 
notes, anc the other moiet: to be 
paid into the treafury, for the exigen- 
cies of government. A bill bottom- 
ed on thefe principles, was fent to 
the Senate on Monday lait, for their 
concurrence. 

3- The Houte proceeded to confi- 
der the expediency of removing the 
General Court from the town of Boi- 
ton. A Committee had reported, 
that as the winter feafon was approach- 
ing, it could not be effected at the 
next {effion. This report was fent to 
the Houfe without any decifive vote 
of Senate thercon, but the Houle re- 
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jected it, and at length affigned this 
time for confidering the fubjeét. Ma- 
ny candid and polite objervations 
were made by feveral members upon 
the conduct of the inhabitasts of the 
metropolis. ‘Fhe Houte, however, 
came to a vote, that they would re- 
move the Court, if it could be done 
with advantage to the publick ; and a 
Committee, confiiting of a, member 
from-each county, was appointed to, 
confider of a fuitable place for their 
reception, and to report at the next, 
feffion. 

4. The addrefs to the people occu-. 
pied the greateit part of this day. 
Several objections were made to the 
feverity with which the fyftem of pa- 
per money was treated. Gentlemen 
did not with to propofe any mealurcs. 
of that nature, but as there. were per- 
fons in the Commenwealth, who fup-. 
pofed that great advantages might be 
derived from an emiflion of that mo-. 
ney, properly funded, they wifhed 
the fubjeét to be mentioned with as. 
much tendernefs as poflible. The. 
addrefs was finally carried, but it be- 
ing fuggefted that there were mea- 
fures pending before the Court, the 
rejult of which ought to be inferted, 
it was ordered to lie. 

7. The addreis again came under 
confideration, and fome exceptionable 
claufes being mentioned, the Houfe 
agreed to a commitment, in order that 
unanimity might enforce a meafure, 
on which fo much depepds in conci- 
liating and informing the minds of, 
the people. : 

His Excellency acquainted the Ge- 
neral Court, this day, that he was in- 
formed that circular letters were fent 
to many towns in the county of 
Hamphhire, directed to the Selectmen, 
and requiring them to aflemble im- 
mediately the inhabitants of their ie- 
veral tewns;*and to fee that they 








were furnifhed with ammunition and 
arms, and were organized according 
tolaw : and that fome of thofe let- 
ters have this addition, that the mili- 
tia be furnifhed with fixty rounds of 
cartridges, and ftand ready to march 
at a minute’s warning: and that a 
County Convention was to be holden 
at Hadley, on the fame day. 

$8. This ‘communication was re- 
terred to 2 Committee of both Houf- 
es, who reported this day, that a re- 
port made on his Excellency’ s {peech, 
at the opening of the feflion, fhould 
be pated upon. This report recom- 
mended three things, a fufpenfion of 
the writ of HabeasCorpus, a provifion 
for trying Traitors in any county,anda 
pardon for all perfons concerned in the 
late infurrections, excepting the ring- 
leaders, upon their taking the oath of 
alliegiance and abjuration. TheHoufe 
proceeded accordingly to act upon this 
fubject ; and the reiult was, that a 
general indemnity fhould be granted 
to all the infurgents, upon their taking 
the oath of ailegiance previous to the 
firit day of January next, and not per- 
fevering in their crimes, after the 
pafling the a¢t of Court then undercon- 
fideration. And that the fu{penfion of 
the writ of Habeas Corpus, and the 
provifion for trying perfons charged 
with Hiyh Treafon, thould take place 
ander the fame condition. 


. This day, in compliance with a 
vote of the Honourable House of Repre- 
Jentatives, the Hon. Nathan Dane, E/9; 
appeared before them, and made a flate- 
ment of the fituation of public affairs. 

The Hon. Gentlemen obierved,that 
many (ubjects of importance now em- 
ploy the public attention ; but as moft 
of them have been long under confide- 
ration, as the Hon. Houfe was well 
informed generally in the affairs of the 
Onion, and had lately received parti- 
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cular communications, he prefumed it 
would be proper for him only to men- 
tion fomethingsof more immediate 
concern and more particularly at- 
tended to of late. 

He obferved, the general impoft- 
fyftem, the compleat adoption of which 
was fo much to be wilhed for, remains 
nearly in the ftate in which it has 
been for feveral months pal; that 
eleven States had adopted it, and the 
objeétions of the other two, New- 
York and Pennfylvania, he prefumed, 
were confidered of lefs weight, than 
they have been her¢totore, and found 
not fo many fupporters ; that thofe of 
the former were principally fuppofed 
to be founded in their conftitution, and 
thoie of the latter in the condition of 
their internal debt. On the whole it 
may be reafonably hoped, that a mea- 
fure, on the adaption of which fo muck 
good muft apparently reiuit to the 
Union, and on the non-adoption of 
which, fo much evil will be aceeded 
to by thefe States, whole characters 
are reipectable, whete difpofitions are 
federal, and he clearly conceived were 
interefted in adopting the mealure. 

As to the fupplementary funds, Mr. 
Dane obierve od, that there is not much 
reafon to expect they will be eftablifh- 
ed ; that a few of the States only had 
pafied any aéts on the fubieét, and he 
believed that moit of theie a¢ts, when 
carefully examined would be found 
ineffectual. And on mentioning this 
fubjeét, he could not help obferving, 
with pain and anxiety, the fuccefs par- 
ticular men have had in imprefling on 
the minds of many perfons, in the ree 
mote parts of this State, in particular, 
an idea that their prefent burdens are 
principally occafioned by the efta- 
blifhment of thele funds, and to be 
continued twenty-five years, when ig 
fact thele funds are not in exiftence, 
and if they were they could conttitute 
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but above one fifth part of the prefent 
tax ; that it wasa matter of furprize 
to him, that reprefentations fo falle and 
io infiduows, could gain credit with an 
informed and enlightened people ; 
their good fenie mwuit certainly very 
foon diicover them. 

Mr. Dane ftated, that eleven States 
have fubitantially complied with the 
recommendation of Con-rels, of the 
30th of April 1784, for velting ¢er- 
tain commercial powers in that body, 
and that the other two, New-Hamp- 
fhire and North-Carolina, have failed 
only by going too far ; that their acts 
manifeit fucha difpofition to veft thoife 
powers in Congreis, that their compli- 
ance may be foon expected. The 
Hon. Gentleman obierved, that this 
fyftem did not embrace al] tie powers 
neceflary for making commercial re- 
gulations in all cafes ; that it contain- 
ed but one of the two great principles 
on which trade is extenfively regulat- 
ed, that of laying prohibitions, but not 
that of taxing or fubjeéting trade to 
duties ; however, that in the prefent 
ftate of our trade and commerce, he 
conceived that the full adoption of this 
recommendation would enable Con- 
prefs to make many re; ulations bene- 
ficial to the United States, and pro- 
‘bably moft of thofe that it may be 
wile at prefent to adopt. 

That all the States, except New- 
Hampfhire and Rhode Lland, . had 
fully adopted the propote ? alteration 
ef the 8th article of the Confederation 
for quotaing the States, according to 
their numbers of inhabitants, &c. 

The Hon. Gentleman then obferv- 
ed, that the late arrangements made 
oy Congreis, tor the icttlement of the 
State accounts, tor the difcontinuance 
of the Commiilioners in the feveral 
States, atter the firtt of April next, and 
for inftituting a board of three Com- 
miflioners, to Gt when n¢ceflary, with 
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powers, when written vouches cannot 
be obtained, to admit circumftantial - 
evidence, andto reportto Congreis a 
{tate of claims not founded on the atts 
ot that body, were after much attenti- 
on conceived to be the beit, under all 
circumftances. He obferved, that 
thoie who had not paid particular at- 
tention to the circuinitances of the late 
war in the feveral parts of the Union, 
and to the itace ot the public accounts, 
can have but very imperfect ideas of 
them ; that large claims are made by 
Virginia and other States, the regular 
evidence to fupport which, is faicd to 
be unavoidably loft, and feveral States 
allo make very extenfive claims not 
founded on the aéts of Congrels, the 
propriety of allowing which muft be 
determined principally by taking a 
comprehenfive view of the whole ; 
that much care and attention is necef- 
fary to prevent the debt of the Union, 
from being improperly augmented, 
As the bufinefs of this board ought to 
be expecited, it is highly important 
that the States having iuch claims, 
fhould {peedily {tate and arrange them, 
and their evidence to fupport them ; 
many of which claims, particularly 
thofe of this State, ave not properly 

arranged and prepared for examina- 
tion. 

As to the citablifhment of a mint, 
the Gentleman obferved, that no great 
pecuniary advantages could be expett- 
ed trom it at prefent, but he conceived 
the meafure of confiderable impor- 
tance, as it-tends to give usa national 
feature, to render our circulating mee 
dium more pure, and gradually to in- 
creafe it; that much fkill and attention 
is required im aflaying the materials, 
mixing in the alloy, and in providing 
againit counterfeiting the coins of the 
States or Union ; that it may be doubt 
ful whether the States will have full 
confidence in the coins ftruck hy each, 
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other, and when they are ftrack at 
feveral mints in the Union, the pro- 
bability being, that more bafe money 
may yet into circulation. For theie 
confiderations, and to fave expence, 
itis to be wifhed that the coinage of 
money, at the federal mint, may be 
made as extenfive as conveniently 
may be. 

The Hon. Gentieman took notice, 
that another fubject of immediate con- 
cern, was now before Congreis: the 
laws of feveral States, faid to be in 
violation of the treaty with Great- 
Britain. On thefe he could only ob- 


ferve, that it is the general opinion of 


thofe who have attended carefully to 
the fubjeét, that a treaty formed by 
Congreis under the powers of the con- 
federation‘is a part of the law of the 
land, is a folemn compact made by the 
higheft and conftitutional authority in 
the United States,with a foreign power, 
and it is therefore a law of {uperior 
obligation, and cannot be controuled 
by any act of Congrefs or of any State; 
that all queftions arifing on trearies 
not adjufted by the contracting parties, 
ought clearly to be decided by the 
Judicial Courts of the reipettive coun- 
tries, the conititutional bodies for this 
purpofe ; that any State being but a 
part of our nation, and by the forms 
of our government unknown toforeign 
powers in national tranfactions, carinot 
pafs any law which can operate to 
explain or reftri€t the force of a treaty. 
Perhaps it is the duty of Judges and 
Jurors to confider fuch laws repugnant 
to treaties, as void ; but to aid their 
refolution, if he migh ufe the expref 
fion, it may be proper for Congrefs 
and the States to declare that fuch is 
the force of treaties, and to prevent 
like difficulties in future. 

The Gentleman mentioned, that 
the affairs of the Weltern territory, and 
af the Indians, had long employed the 
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attention of Congrefs, and more par- 
ticularly of late ; that Congrels is in- 
truted with the difpofition and go- 
verning of an exteniive and- valuable 
tract of country,which has been juflly 
conlidered as a fund capable of going 
far towards difcharging the federal 
domeftic debt, on which, and on the 
frontiers of the Middle and Southerm 
States, are about fixty tribes of Indians, 
who probably muiter about ten thou- 
fand warriors; that it has been the 
policy of Congrels, to keep peace with 
theie tribes ; that Commuitlioners have 
been fent out from time to time ta 
treat with them, who have afligned 
them jands to live and hunt on, and 
paid them for their other lands ; and 
that treaties have lately been formed 
with molt of the nations, of impor- 
tance to the United States, and at a 
very great expence ; Congreis having 
formed feveral tregtics, and made many 
regulations, for the difpofing and go- 
verning of that country in the laft year, 
begun the furvevs of thofe lands they 
had purchafed of the Indians ; and then 
conceived that the 700 troops at that 
time called for, would be iuflicient to 
proteét the frontiers and fecure the 
tederal lands,againit thole tribes which 
had not formed treaties; that « was 
joon found that the Indians are not to 
be depended on, the faurveys were ine 
terrupted by them, and the benehts 
expected froin thole furveys that year, 
were quite loft tothe Union, and @ 
confiderable expence incurred ; that 
during the lait winter and {pring, 
treaties being further formed ana more 
of thofe 700 troops broughi into ier 
vice and ordered to protect the furveys, 
it was reafonably hoped that the Sur- 
veyors, the prefent year, would be 
able to profecuce their bulineis with- 
out interruption. Early in the ium- 
mer paii, information was received of 
the hottile ditpofition oi feveral of the 
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tribes,and meafures were then brought 
forward tc augment the troops of ‘the 
United States, 


by the Delega es of this State, and of 
{ome ef the other ‘States, that there 
was not fufficient evidence of a gene- 
ral hoftile di{pofition in thofe nations ; 
but the information from that country 
fince, has fully evinced the hoftile in- 
tentions, of feveral tribes, and their 
determinations to prevent the furveys 
of thele lands: ~The Indians exprefs a 
generat uneafinefs at our progres W eft. 
ward, and much pains feems to be 
taken by fome traders among them,to 
Promote this uneafinefs ; th a in this 
ittuation of affairs; the hoftile Indians 


muft b¢ brought t6-térms, or the dif- 


pofitida of thoie federal jands fufpend- 


ed. Confidering the’ extenfive ‘fron- 


ted, ‘and’ 


tiers and furveys to be prote 
lines of poft neeefiary to be eftablith- 
ed, ‘through an exfenfive traét of 


country, againft maay“hoflile tribes of 
troublelomre enemies; the troops called | 


ior, cannot bé more than adequate to 
thefe purppofes; and on the other 
Jrand,’ it is<t6 ‘be hoped, that under 
their protection; the furveys of that 


country, may bé carried on, and the. 


Indians again reduced by them, to 
peace and order. Port-Pitt wil! pro- 
bably“ be’ the 
for thefe troops, and iris to be ardent- 


ly wifhed, that they may ‘take their: 


seipeCtive pofitiohs; and to be ready 
to cover the furveys, early in the en- 
fuing feafon, aid to-at again fuch 
tribes “as they “may be direéted. 

* Mr. Dane obfervéd, that there was 
another fubjeft under confideration, 
about which different opiniogs are 
adopted ; he meant the réport made 
by the gentlemen who met at Anna- 
polis, in Convention: That the gen- 
themen in their report had made ufe 
oi very general and indefinite & wef: 


i 


to the nambers now’ 
callad for; but it was then thought 


lace of tendezvous- 
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fions, that foes however, to fugeck 
the propriety of fubmitting the tederal 
fyftem of government in general toa 
revifion, or to be changed : That it 
does not fully appear whether they 
had it mm contemplation: to do away 
the prefent fyitem, ahd to adopt ano- 
ther on different principles, and with 
different features, or to preferve the 
principles and great out-lines of the 
prefent, and to make fome akerations 
in it, to give it more ftrength and 
energy. If the former is t.tended may: 
it not be afleed , ifthe public: mind is 
prepared for it ? Ifthe latrer, will it 
rot be beft to confider the progrefs 
already made in amending the prefent 
iyftem ? That the amendments pro-’ 
pofed by the recommendations of the’ 
r@th of Apri], 1783, and goth ofApril,’ 
1784. will, when, obtained, remedy 
fame of its moft important defeats 3 ; 
atid as the States have proeceded fo far 
in adopting them, it. mutt be highly: 
imprudent to fubmithow to examinas 
tion, ina diferent form, objeéts con. 
taincd in thofe amendments, and 
thereby eflettually prevent any further 
Lp ghee in hee ies thefe alterati- 
s, now almoft obtained. Mr. Dane’ 
obferved, that there are ‘no doubt 
other. alterations, that time and ex 
perience will point out' to be neceffi 
"That it muft be feon well tinderftoed, 
that there is a want of energy to con- 
{train €ack part of the Union reafon- 
ably to bear its due proportion of the 
Hse burthens ; and to' hold men 
in public truft in a proper ftate of 
re{poafibility , a federal judiciary may 
be found to be expedient for feveral 
purpoles, the means of keeping up @ 
punctual reprefentation,&c.—But that 
a queftion arifes as to the beft mode of 
obtaining thefe alterations; whether 
by the means of a Convention, or by 
the conftitutional mode pointed out in 
the 13th article of the Confederation. 











ee Se | 


- 
ee 
é eet 








The Proceedings of the General Court. 444 


In favour of a Convention it is faid, 
that the States will prebably place 
more confidence in their doings, and 
that the alterations there may be bet- 
ter adjufted, than in Congrefs. It is 
afked, what reafon there can be for 
fuppofing this, as feveral of the States 
confider fuch 4 Cos venti on highly in- 
expedient, and fome States uncontti- 
tutional, and not-all the States are 
agreed even in the propricty of acom- 
mercial Convention ? That there is 
not fufficient reafon to-conclude, from 
the conduét of the States relative to 
alterations already propofed (more in- 
terefting, perhaps; than any that may 
hereafter be propofed) that there is a 
want of confidence in thofe who re- 
commend them ; that the States may 
generally dele gece. the fame men to 
to the known conftirutiona] affembly, 
that they may with to fend toa on- 
vention ; ad when proper, can direct 
thofe full delegations to attend two or 
Gere months, for the purpote of wily f 
adjufting fuch alterations :* That the 
frit principles of government areto be 
touched with care and_ attention. 
The Hon. Gentlemen further ob- 
ferved, that there was another fubjeé, 
which,though notan objett beforeCon- 
gref{s,excee ingly i intereited the feelings 
and attention of all men, friends to the 
happinets of thefe States ; ; he alluded 
to the iate commotions in thisState. It 
was a matter that pave general alarm 
and anxiety, to fee'a State fo fuddenly 
fhakert to its very centre, whofe re- 
Lid ged has been acknowledged ; 
‘hofe conftirution has been confi: fered 
es excellent ; and whole exertions in 
the late war have been fo great, and 
evidenced fo much firthnéls in he 
laws and policy. All men, friends to 
the States, feem anxious to fee the go- 
vernment again reftored to its former 
fi, ainefs and order. ‘That many things 
might be further obferved on this fab- 
ictt, buthe thought it his duty the 


a' us 


only toobferve geverally,—--not_ being 

properly among thole objct'8 retpect 

ing which he was called upo®to make 

communications to the tion. ficute. 

The engrofled bill for fuf- 
f 


pending the writ of Habeas Corpus, 


f 
pane oy sere 
13. The . Honfe paffed to be 


enacted, the ay for rendering proce ff. 


es in law lefs expenfive. OF this b:% 


we have already given’a fuil de’ rip 
tion. The time of its operation i 


mitred to two yea 


‘rr a Z [Tr 
t4. The Howie: pafled to be enaét- 
] , > ek ‘ . , a 
ed, the | for gratiting mas ‘mnity to 
fandry offenders on certain conan ions, 
5 
and providing for the trial of iach who 


fhail neglect or refule to comply with 
faid conditions, and of thofe who fhall 
be g guilty of like offences in farure, 
This bill particalarlv refpetts the in- 
furgent lately concerned in impeding 
the fitti: ng of the Judicia | Courts. 
On the fame day, the Houfe paffe 
to be enacted the’ bill for faipend ing 
the laws for the collection of private 
debts under certain limitations, com. 
monty called the tender aét. Bills of 
exchange, notes dut to th ¢Maflachu- 
fetrs-Bank, and contratts under thé 
treaty of peace, are excepted from she 


iF) 


1s. This day was employed in at- 
tempting to conciliate the two Houfes, 
with reipect to the appre /priation of 
the revenue arifing from the impof 
duty. ‘The Senate adhere to the old 
fy tern, of paying the intereft on the 
confolidated debt, while the Houfe 


z . } ; > 
are defirous of applying only half of 


" . . 
it to that ~ ule, anc paying the remam-" 


: - . 1? . : ‘ »>o fitter asf 

der Into tne pPuvilc lreatfury, as 
‘ : . 

mentioned heretofore. As the claui¢ 


of appropriation is annexed to the 
Bills, this difference hazards the wholé 
fyitern of revenue ; though it Isto be 
hoped, that fome compromife will 
take p' ‘e,to fave fo important a fource 


"i? + nf +} > : “a >e 
we Awe > > oo public’. ex (Eis we 
>) > 


| 


b ebttpennn renee ea EES » 
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GONNECTIC YD F. 

New-London, Dec. 22. On Wed- 
nefday laft, Hannah Occuihh, a mulat- 
to girl, aged 12 years and g months, 
was executed here, purfuant to the 
fentence of the Hon. Superiour Court 
in September lait, for the murder of 
Eunice Bolles. On the day before 
her execution, the appeared in great 
diftrefs, faying that the was diltreffea 
for her foul ; and continued in tears 
for moft of the day, and until her ex- 
ecution. She feemed greatly afraid 
when at the gallows, and {aid but lit- 
tle to any one. She thanked the 
Sheriff for his kindnefs, and launched 
into the eternal world. 

The unhappy fate of this young 
girl is particularly to be lamented, as 
it is to be charged principally to a 
to a want of early inftruction and go- 
vernment. « Train up a child 
in the way he fhould go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it.” 

27. We hear from Branford, that 
on Thurfday lait, a fon of Mr. Jofeph 
Molthrop of that place, about thirteen 
years of age, being. at play in the 
chamber with a number of other chil- 
dren, diverting themfelves in making 
Jittle fleds, che children went below 
and left him alone ; his father want- 
ing him, called him by name fundry 
times without receiving any anf{wer 
from him—went into the chamber to 
fee what was the matter he did not 
anfwer when called, and could fee 
nothing ofhim; on pulling too the 
door as he was going down, found a 
weight hanging to it ; on looking be- 
hind the door, found his fon hanging 
by a fkein of yarn round his neck, 
with a fliding knot, and the other 
part hitched on the upper corner of 
the door. It is probable that he 
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meant merely to divert himfelf wich 
frightning fome other children who 
were then in the houfe. The jury 


brought in their verdiét, Accidental 
Death. 


NEW-HAMPS HERE, 
Portfmouth, Dec. 2g. The Court- 
Houfe in Plymouth, in the county of 
Grafton, was on the evening of the 
fifth inft.entirely confumed by fire. 
The fire had arrived to fuch a pitch 
before it was difcovered, as rendered 
every effort to extinguifh it abortive. 
It is fuppofed to have been purpofely 
fet on fire by fome incendiaries, who, 
it feems, have taken this expedient to 
vent their {pleen againft the courts of 
juftice. 
S A L_E.M, Deez. 
Died, at Marblehead, the wife 
of Mr. Benjamin Robinfon, fhip- 
carpenter. The circumftances of 
her death, fays a correfpondent, were 
both noticeable and affecting. She at- 
tended publick worfhip the laft Lord’s 
day ; and fat up in the evening after 
her hufband and the family had retired 
to reft. He was aroufed from flumber 
by her fhrieks, and upon opening his 
eyes beheld her at the fide of the bed 
wrapt in flames. He inftantly fprang 
to her relief, and endeavoured to 
{mother the flames; at the fame time 
calling out for farther affiftance, when 
a perfon appeared, and with a bucket 
of water exttnguifhed the fire. But fo 
deep and extenfive was the burn, that 
fhe expired on Tuefday morning, asa 
faithful warning to all furvivors never 
to indulge the praétice of reading by 
acandle after drowfinefs once begins 
to fteal upon the fenfes, as this is {fup- 
poled to be the occafion of the tragi- 
cal event here related. 
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BOS TON, Nov. #6. 

The foilowing Proceedings were had 
by the Society of the Cincinnati of the 
State of Rhode Ifland, at their: meeting 
in Prowsdence, on Thurfdoy lafi, viz. 

‘ This Society, taking into their 
moitt ferious confideration,the fituation 
of the United States,are convinced,that 
the prefent difturbances in the /everal 
parts of the federal Government, and 
the depredations of the Savages upon 
their frontiers,are excited by the joint 
exertions of daring emiflaries anddil- 
affected citizens ; 

That the jealoufies exiiting in the 
States tend to a fubverfion of their 
molt eflential Liberties, and are dan- 
gerous in the national compact : 
‘herefore the Virtue, the Firmnefs, 
and the activity of every clafs of peo- 
ple, are neceflary to mect the impend- 
ing the evils : 

* Wherefore itis Resotven, nem.con. 
¢ st. That as we have adventured 
our Lives and Fortunes to obtain fove- 
reignty and independence, we pledge 
ourtelves, in the moft facred mannez,to 
defend and fupport them againtt. tc 
reign [nvafions, and internal Rriemies. 

‘« zd. That therefore we will ren- 
der our bet fervices, whenever the 
caufe of our country fhall require them 
coafiftently with thole great principles 
which firf"inipired our general Or- 
der.’ 

Dec.12.OnMonday night, laft week, 
the floop Thomas 
Martha’s Vineyard, Matfter,from Balti- 
more, was cait away on Marfhfield 
beach. MheCaptain andMate (brothers) 
both perifhed with the cold. The vel 
fel is bilged ; but the cargo is fafe. 

On Saturday morning began, and 
continued 24 hours, a {now ftorm 
equaily fevere and violent with thet 
which we experienced on the Monday 
and Tueiday preceeding. The quan- 
tity of inow is fuppoied to be greater, 





J mathan Smi-h, of 
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now, than has been feen in this coun- 
try at any time fince that which fek 
about 70 years ago, commonly termed 
the great fnow. Travelling IS €X- 
tremely difficult, and in many places 
impractic able. A number of the ci- 
tizens were yelterday employed in 
levelling the fnow in the ftreets of 
this capital, and it is hoped they and 
many others will turn out this day 
for the fame laudable and neceflary 
purpoile. 

23. A number of refpectable and 
literary chara¢ters, in the ftac of 
Conneéticut at the feffion of the Ge- 
neral Affembly in May laft, affociated 
for the purpole of promoting, colleét- 
ing, and communicating uleful know- 
ledge in the Arts and Sciences, parti- 
cularly in Agriculture, Manufactures 
and Natural Philofophy. The Hon. 
Oliver Wolcott, E'q; is Prefident, and 
Jeremiah W adiworth, Eiq; Vice- 
Prefident of the Society, which 1s 
called the Conmeficut Society of Arts | 
and Sciences. The refiding gh fretey 
are not to exceed fixty in number, 
and to be the inhabitants of the ftate 
of Conneéticut. Honorary and cor- 
refponding members may be cholen 
from any other ftate or nation. 

Shattuck Page ind Parker, the State 
prifoners now confined in this town, 
a icw days fince ac their req reft had 
the oaths of allegience to the State 
adminiftered to them 


By the Northampton paper of the 
13°h tit e learn that ome of the in- 
furcents, a\ Viambartley of WilliamG 
burg, on his retura home from Wor- 
ceiter, pid for his temerity the for. 
fe ror! lite, havine frozen to death 
durtns the tere fevere weather. 

Lhe Worvefer Maxagine for laft 
week couaini,—“ That on Saturday 
the roth inft. a little lad about nine 
years f age, named Stephen veliiury» 


jon of Mr. Samuel Salifbury, of this 











, 


40. 
town, merchant, and, favourite nep- 
hew of Mr. Stephen Salifbury of Wor- 
ecfker, with whom he lived, as he 
was running outol the door, was feen 
to fal! upon, the ice, partly to rife, and 
fall. again. ; he was kon: up and car- 
ried ienfelels i into the houfe ; a {mail 
wound was obferved.on his. temple, 
which was dreffed ; but the child 
continuing in the fame fenfelefs Rate, 
the drefling was taken -off, when a 
large fail-needfe (which he probably 
had im his hand as a play-thing) was 
difcovered and extracted ; it was found 
to have entered his temple nearly two 
inches and then broken off.—For fome 
thae he appeared cenvuiled, then ly- 
ing a few hours as if afleep he expired. 

Capt. Davis Hatch, in a floop from 
this port, bound to New York, Was, 
we are.intormed,.caft away, off Long- 
filand, in the late fevere {now-ftorm ; 


> 
vetlel and part of the cargo Joh; the 
matter, Mr piatchewEaicteryien {uper: 
cargo, with all on board, excepting 
SO, perithe d. 

On. the evening. of Saturday the 
pith inftant,in the florm. of fhow a¢ 
that time, the wife of Mr,, Elifha 


Birge, of Litchfield, in. Connecticut, 


uniortunately perithed—" Phe fury of 


the. tempell feemed to.threaten.an 1m- 
tacdiate difmemberment of the much» 
cecayed manfion they lived in, a na 
tura}ly timid diipofition induced Mrs, 
Bivge to determine on Jeaving it, and 
ictks an_ailylum in a neighbouring 
honfes- irom which refolution the 
could “ioe be perfuaded to recede, 
however hazardous.the attempt. She 
had not proceeded tar, when Mr. 


‘Birge followed, and immediaiely over- 


took -her: Having wandered about 
the dreary wafte tome time, in fearch 
of this friendly cottaze, her haplefs 
{Urvivar fuggeited that they had mif- 
took the road, and urged their return ; 
but, alas.! too late—the was falling 
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afleep!—«the chilling “ froft had de- 
prive d her of prec ch and fenfe ; and, 
befide the bending cheft of an aged 
trec, fhe expired in his arms. Myr. 
Birge was expoted to the ftorm about 
five rhours betore he found fhelter, and 


his hands and ears were much frozen. 


By the late arrivals from the Weft- 
Indies, we learn, that many of thofe 
iflands, which are recently more fre- 
quently than heretofore: molelted by 
hurricanes, tornadoes, and devaftati» 
ons, have been again viltted by a ftorm 
of wind and rain morevehement than 
any one experienced fimce the year 
1780.—This itorm happenedon the 
toth and 2oth of October, our ac- 
counts of which are confined to the 
devoted ifland of Jamaica. The 
houfes and works near St. Mary’s 
have fuffered much, and the planiati- 
on walks are deftroyed.—Art Savan- 
nah la Mar, all the {mall craft were 
driven on fhore, and the town much 
damaged. At weitmoreland, creee 
were fiript oftheir verdure, and aqua- 
tic birds of every fort were driven 
with irrcfiltable impetuofity againtt 
the truinks of the mangroves, and dath- 
ed to pieces. ‘The Rio Cobre was 
rendered impaflable for lome days. 
At Kingllon, and Montego-Bay, the 
florm did. but liule damage. 


On the 15th ult. was ordained to 
the pattora) care of the Church of 
Chrift in. Truro, the Rev. JUDE 
DAMON. The Rev. Jofiah Duntter, 
of Harwich, prefided as modcrator of 
the council convened on the occafion. 
The Rev. Sampel Kendal, of Weiton, 
introduced olemnity with prayer. 
The Re Eait-Sud- 
bury, 
to the occafion, 
of the 2d ep 
2oth verfe. 


3ridge, - of 


delivered a fermon wel] adapted? 
from the gth elrapter 
iftle to the Corinthians, 

The Rev. Thomas Roby, 
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ef Chatham, prayed before the 
charge ; and the Rev. Gad Hitch- 
c ck: of Pembroke, gave the charge. 
The Rev. Oaks Shaw, of 
gave the right hand 
and the Rev. Jaeob Bi 
bary, made 
The whole 


Sarnita le, 
of fellowthip ; 
igclow, of Sud- 
the concluding prayer. 
folemnity was conducted 

with fuch order end decorum, as gave 
entire fatisfattion to a large and re- 
fpeMable audience, 


26. The day appointed, by theGe- 
meral Court, for the fitting of the 
Courts of Common Pleas,&c. at Sping- 
ield, theJuttices met, but as 
tions were taken to fuppor them, by 
calling out the force of the county, it 
being /uppofed that the leaders of the 
mob would defift trom their treafon- 

bie purpoies : Shays ifiued his 
orders fome days before,and about 300 
of the rioters affembled, took potief- 
fion of the Court-houfe,placed guards, 
&c. A Committee was then chofen, 
who preiented a paper, figned by Luke 
Day and Daniel Shays, requiring the 
Courts not to proceed to bufinefs ; 


no precau- 


Dut 


whieh was inflantly complied with, 
Pty ip aw el 

ana an anivw ‘ff Riven in Wricing, figni- 
fying, that no bufinefs fhould be done. 
, 


Phe mob then difperfed—and the 
] ullices went home. 
MARRIAGE §. 

In New-Jerfey, Prefident Wheel- 
eck, of Dartmouth Col lege, to Mits 


Naria Suhm, dauchter of his Excel- 
lency Chriltian Suhm, late Governour 


of the iflands of St. The-as and St. 
John, and Brigadier-G ' "+ the 
jervice- of his Danith yesye—eAt 


New-Y ork, Col. Pierce, Pay matter- 
General of the Army, to Mi {s Nancy 
Ba rd, caug nter o! Dr. Bard, an emi- 
nent Phyfician of that city.—At Bille- 
vicu, the Rev. Mr. Ofgood, of Med. 
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ford, to. Mifs Hannah Breed.—At 
Ipfwich, Mr. William Burley, of Bol- 
ton, to Miis Suiannah Farley, daugh- 
ter of the Hon. Michael Farley, B, G3 
Robert Farley, to Mifs Ken- 
dall.—At Medford, Dr. Archielaus 
Putman, to Mifs Nabby Bifhop, only 
daughter of Mr. John Bithop, mer- 
chant.—At Bofton, Mr. Nathaniel 
Ruggles, of Roxbury, to Mifs Sally 
Fellows.—Mr. Philip Jarvis, to Mifs 
Ann Head, eldeft daughter of the late 
Mr. John Head, merchant.—Mr. Sa- 
muel Blagge, to Mifs Sally. Hall, 
daughter of Mr, Stephen Hall. 


-— Vr. 


An OBITUARY for November and 
December, 1786. 


DIE D, 


In England, cn the gth of Septem- 
ber lait, Henry Perenneau, Eq; late 
ol CRarleftown, South Carolina. 

At Kentuckey, on the Ohio, Tho- 
mas Perkins, Eig; attorney at Law, 
a native of Bridgewater, in this State. 

At Montague, in the county of 
Hampthire, on the 18th ult. Joleph 
Root, Efa; 73 

Nov. g. At New-York, Mr. Cor- 
nelius Bradford, keeper of the Coffee- 
Houfe in that city. 

Mr. Gilbert Van Cortlandt, fon of 
the Lieutenant Governour of that 
State, 29- 

Dec. 2. The Hon. Abner Nath, 
Eig; a delegate { or the State of North- 
Carolina in the Congrefs of the Unit- 
ed States, and late Governour of that 
State. 

Dr. Henry Moore, of the late Ame- 
rican Army. 

Nov. 8. At Lyme, in Connetti- 
cut, the Rev. Stephen Johnfon, 61. 

2. At Medfield, Mrs. Abigail 
ifs, wife of the Rev. Thomas 
Prentiis, 44, 

Dec. 29. Mr.. .mos Adams, ion 
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of the late Rév. Amos Adams of 
Roxbury, 24. 
Nov. 36 At Salem, Mr. Sathuel 
Field, $4. 
4. Mrs. Hannah Jenks, confort of 
Mr. John Jenks, merchant, 37. 
26. Mr. William Cheever, 
Dec. 


35- 
15. Mrs. Ruth Clough, wite 


of Mr. Jolenh Clough, 46. 
17. John Turner, Efq; 
Capt. David Britton. 
Nov. 26. At Medford, Mr. Tho- 


mas Patten, Shopkeeper, 68. 
» 29. Mrs. Anna Hall, reli€&t of the 
late Mr. oem Hall, 68. 

Dec. 1. Hon. Stephen Hall, Etq; 
for a feds number of years, under the 
old conititution; a member of the Ge- 
neral Court, asia Repreientative and 
Counfellor, 83. 

31. Simon Tufts, Efq; Phyfician 
jn that town,and Fellow of the Maf- 
fachufetts Medical Society. 


Nov. 25. At Roxbury, Robert. 
Pierpont, Eiq; 74 
* Dec. 10. Deacon William Grid. 
ley, 55 


Nov. 19. At Winchefter, 3, 
Willard, Efg; 72 
At Philadelphia, Col Samuel J. 
Atlee, a member of the General Court 
of Pennifylvania, 7. 
At Edentown,,in the State of New- 
Jeriev, Robert Edward Fell, late of 
Britain, adefcendant of William Penn, 
first proprietor of Pennfylvania, and a 
Lieut. Col. in the Britifh fervice, 61. 
Dec. 29. At Windham, in the 
County of Cumberland, William El- 
der, jun. His death was occafioned by 
alittle fplinter of Bone, which he 
{fwallowed with fome Beef. 
At Portimouth, Mrs. Olive Rindge, 
wife of the Hon. Daniel Rindge, Efq; 
Dec...26. At Springfield, Mr. Jo- 
nathan Burt, go. 
' 17. At Newington, New-Hamp- 
fhire, Mr. Thomas Pickering, 83. 
At Providenee, Samuel Nightin- 
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gale, Efq; 72. 
8. At Newbury Port, Mrs. Abi- 
gail Ackins, confort of William At- 
kins, Efq; 67. 
17. Mr. Paul Shackford, 84. 
‘Mrs. Wigglefworth, wile of Col. 

Wigglefworth. 
21. At Leicefter, Mrs. Cutting, 
93, 

17. At Kittery, Mrs. Walton ‘.. 
merly of Portimouth, POY 

3. At Waltham, Capt. William 
Ford, formerly of Charleitown. 

15. At Barnftable, Mrs. Defire 
Gorbam, confort of Sturgis Gorham, 
Et{q; l. 

-¢ Port-au-Prince, Capt. Timothy 
Welman of Salem. 

Nov. 2. At Bolton, Mr. William , 
Paine, 75. 

25. Mr. Adam Knox, jun; one of 
the Pilots for this Port, = - 37. 

26. Mr. Richard Bright, ‘cabinet- 
maker, fuddenly of an Apopleétick fit. 

Mr. Samuel Warden, 


go. 
Dec. 2 Mr. William Cheever, 
merchant, 34. 


9. Mrs. Hannah Cheney, wife of 
Mr. Samuel Cheney, one of the Pub- 
lick Schoolmaiters in this town, 34. 

Miis Hannah Vincent, daughter of 
Mr. Ambrofe Vincent, 

15. Mr. Nathaniel Thayer, 77. 

Mifs Elizabeth Whipple, 27. 

17. Mrs. Mary Stoddard, reli&t of 
the late William Stoddard, E{q; 78. 

21. Mr. Theodore Kingtbury, of 
Wrentham, one of the two perfons 
faved from the company of the Veffel 
lately caft away on Lovells Ifland. 


31. Mrs. Jane Carrell, 76. 





Buriep, in the Town of Bofton 
from january, 2. 1786."to January, 
1, 1787. 

Whites, 348—-Blacks, 44— 
in all, 392. 


Barrizsp, in the feveral Churches 
326. 
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